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Rowberry Morris READING

SOLICITORS WAREHOUSES

SHERFIELD HOUSE, MULFORDS HILL, TADLEY. OFFER THE BlGGEST CHO'CE
Divorce, maintenance, children and general AND THE LOWEST PRICES

family_law problel_'ns (SFLA accredite_d specialist FOR ALL YOUR HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

in substantial assets and pensions)

Cabinet furniture Gas Cookers Hi-Fi systems
Wills, Probate and Lasting Power of Attorney Upholstery Electric Cookers Digital Still Cameras
Beds Built in Ovens Telephones
Conveyancing and all domestic and commercial Linen Hobs & Hoods Clocks
property matters Towels Vacuum Cleaners Cutlery
Door mats Toasters China
Civil and Employment Dispute Resolution Quilts and covers Irons Glassware
Washing Machines Kettles Gift ltems
W S0 Washer Dryers Tea/Coffee Makers Toys
25‘ L), Tumble Dryers Hair Care Hardware
5 ‘ Refrigerators Food Mixers DIY & Tools
a m - ~ CDI"IVEYEI"ICII"IQ Freezers Shavers Electric Heating
o Ouallty Dishwashers Radios Feature Fires
7,
LAWYERS 0 Microwave ovens Clock Radios Batteries
Interest Free Credit| Televisions Flash Media
ilabl Il ; :
:lx?l:agesivg:lﬂam BIuRay Players Dally DEII\{ery
Telephone (Tad|ey) 9812992 (Subject to Status) Service Available

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM ar
NEW ROAD, TADLEY or
TELEPHONE 0118 981 4188

Offices also at Reading & Staines OPENING HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30PM
www.rowberrymorris.co.uk E-MAIL: sales@readingwarehouses.co.uk

http:/fwww.readingwarehouses.co.uk

Email: office@rmtadley.co.uk

Car park at rear of offices (access from Silchester Road)

| T.p. MONGER |
GP VETS

n
@k }_
65 Worting Road, -— =8 <_8& = -

Basingstoke,
Hampshire RG21 8YX

Tel: 01256 465409 . TREE SURGEON

17 West Street, I st s s sk sk s s sk ok s s sk sk ok

Tadley,
Hampshire RG26 35T Tree Surgery * Tree Removal I

Tel: 0118 981 3668 u LogS FOI‘ Sale n
basingstoke@gpvets.com < 1:
tadley@gpvets.com I Stump Grlndlng
www.gpvets.com st s sk st s o ok sk ok s ok ok sk ok ok

Appointments are available at the following times:
Monday — Friday 09:00 - 10:30 Silchester 9700788
16:30 - 19:00 I Moblle 07831 288649 I

& Saturday 09:00 - 10:30
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B.D.Carpentry

» Kitchens » Decking

» Flooring » Windows
» Doors » Roofing & 4

All general carpentry work undertaken

For a free quote call Ben Dalton

077763020310r 0118 9700627
W

P Cooper _
Plumbing & Heating el
For all your Plumbing & Heating REGISTER

requirements

New Bathrooms Fitted
Heating Systems
New work - Repairs & Alterations
Gas Boiler Servicing

Tel O118 9813053 Est - over 30yrs

Your local WHILE-U-WAIT MOT*

Testing Station

Est 1986

P. J SMITH

Roofing & Building Services Ltd

WILLOW COTTAGE, ASH LANE
SILCHESTER, TADLEY, RG7 2NL

TEL/ FAX 01256 882866

TILING - SLATING
CHIMNEYS - GUTTERING
FELT ROOFING
FASCIA & SOFFIT
ROOF MAINTENANCE
LEAD WORK SPECIALIST
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Abinger Joinery

| .
. - Window, door and staircase I
| “" specialists, including built in |
. . ’5”-‘\ —— .

_ furniture. :

! o] ] Units 1 & 2, |

Frobury Farm, :

| umn Pt |
ANEN RG20 4QQ

['..I Workshop (Alan): 01635 299733 |
] Email: alfabinger@aol.com
Website: www.abingerjoinery.co.uk !
L. e e e e e e e = —

I.Illxl}}@
%@T - TIDYTIME SERVICES
Tioy TimeSurvices
; RELIABLE DOMESTIC CLEANING

& HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES

v Domestic cleaning v End of tenancy cleaning
v One-off cleaning v Office cleaning

For quotes please phone Lucy on

07768 639762

www.tidytimeservices.com

BRANT

BUILDERS

Extensions

Alterations

Garage Conversions

All General Building Work

Mobile 07733 368089

www.brantbuilders.co.uk

Free Quotations

Email. brantbuilders@yahoo.com

SIMMONS & SONS

sales « lettings & management « commercial « development « mral

12 Wote Street, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 7TNW

Residential Sales - 01 256 840077

Lettings - 01256 337100

www.simmonsandsons.com

VAAAAAA LA A A A A A A A A A A AL A

CAT-KINS

Three Ways, Silchester Road,
Pamber Heath, Basingstoke, Hants.
Telephone: 0118 970 0296

Boarding Cattery
Covered fresh air pens
§ Insulated and Heated Cabins §
A

(Personal inspection welcome)
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estioss M InTemioms

Beautiful Curtains and Blinds
Professionally Made & Expertly Fitted

15 Meon Road
Oakley RG23 7TAL
Tel: 01256 780831

e. designteam@honeysuckleinteriors.co.uk
Opening Times
Tuesday - Friday 10am - 4pm
Strictly By Appointment

- 8 www.honeysuckleinteriors.co.uk

C

5_9 Need
trusted legal advice?
Phillips

Phi!lips

Brain Chase Coles

can help you

Residential and Commercial Property
Disputes and Family Law
Wills and Probate
Children issues
Business Law
Employment issues
Litigation and Mediation

Call us now on 01256 460830
www.phillips-law.co.uk

"? o o o FAMILY

A convrancn MEDIATORS
BNV Quality ASSOCIATION

Town Gate, 38 London Street, Basingstoke RG21 7NY

Domestic Appliance Repairs

MOST MAKES REPAIRED
Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers
Dishwashers, Fridges, Freezers

Repairs Guaranteed
FOR FAST SERVICE RING RICK LAWRENCE

APPLIANCES ALSO SOLD

01635 298300

Est. KINGSCLERE ¢ TADLEY
RoDoSo 1982 BASINGSTOKE ¢ NEWBURY

Complementary-Works

Allergy & Hayfever Testing & Treatment
Kinesiology
Reflexology

Gift Vouchers available

Contact Annette 07836 352273
www.complementary-works.co.uk

ORCHARD

PLUMBING&HEATING

All aspects of plumbing and gas heating undertaken:

¢ Central heating systems

¢ Boilers

Bathrooms and showers

Water tanks and cylinders

Taps, ball valves and stop cocks
Dishwashers, washing machines, gas cookers

Friendly and professional service.
Fully insured and all workmanship guaranteed.
Good rates. No job too small.
Free estimates with no obligation.

Call lain
Mobile 0788 644 9756
www.orchardphs.co.uk
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City & Guilds Qualified
With over 20 years experience in:
Furniture Design & Making
Antique Restoration & Repairs

French Polishing

Tel: 0118 9817089 Mobile: 07929 278778
Email: info@samuelbeckett.co.uk

Website: www.samuelbeckett.co.uk

SILCHESTER METHODIST CHURCH

HALL RENTAL

(including use of kitchen)
Ideal for regular meetings/classes/children’s parties

Ring Lynda: 0118 9812785

The REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENT PARTS ON
UPVC WINDOWS, DOORS AND
U PVC CONSERVATORIES
*misted / broken glass *handles / hinges
Expert *locks / gaskets ~ *adjustments
_ * and much more

LOCAL EXPERIENCED INSTALLER
FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS, COMPOSITE & UPVC DOORS
Personal professional service
Call: 07901 860352
Email: theupvcexpert@gmail.com
n www.theupvcexpert.com

Vocal Coaching
Piano Lessons
Trumpet Lessons

Music Theory Tuition

LES
Robin Scott B.Mus (Hons)

07976 280601 / 0118 9700242
robinscottmusic@hotmail.com

Erce * Tamipiot
At Leightons Tadley, our friendly team will professionally assess your
vision and hearing care needs.
Whether you're looking for glasses, contact lenses or sunglasses,
we'll help you find your perfect match. We also invest in the most
advanced ways of testing your eyes, with OCT scanning included in
our Ultimate Eye Exam.

What's more, our Hearing Care team offer free hearing assessments,
wax removal and tinnitus management as well as expert fitting of the
latest digital hearing aids.
leightons.co.uk/book
0118981 2250
74 Franklin Avenue, Tadley, Hampshire, RG26 4ET
LEIGHTOMS | OPTICIANS & HEARING CARE

O

Barking Mad
Dog lovers wanted to care
for friendly dogs whilst
their owners are away.

Sam Walker Tel: 01256 830705 or 07840 053996
email sam.walker@barkingmad.uk.com

BarkingMad.uk.com

Jacki Whitehouse
Painter & Decorator

Private and commercial
Interior and exterior
Wallpapering and coving
Over 15 years experience

For a free estimate call
07803006559 or email
jackiwhitehouse29@gmail.com

n @u @)jackithepainter
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A POLI1L.O HAVING A PARTY, A WEDDING, A DISCO?

SATELLITE & AERIAL SERVYICES WHY NOT HIRE THE m:fr:m;kgAu
+ Aerials VILLAGE REASONABLE CHARGES
« Satellite

« Network Cabling and WiFi

« CCTV

« TV Wall Installations
o Audio Systems
« Home Entertainment Specialists

E mail: apollosat@btconnect.com

Tel: 0118 981 0002 / 01256 811288 BOOKING ENQUIRIES AND RATES FROM
Mobile: 07860 574431 VIVIENNE HARTSHORNE, 16 HARTLEYS
www.apolloav.co.uk 0118 9700940

PILATES

Whatever your age or ability my small groups cater for everyone.
If you would like to attend my Body Control Pilates classes either call, text or email Heather.

£10 per class Email: hsfitnessuk@mac.com Call: 07785 254313

Bramley Clift Meadows Burghfield St Mary's Parish Centre Padworth Village Hall
Tuesdays - 9.30am & Fridays - 11.30am Mondays - 9.30am, 10.30am, 7pm & 8pm Wednesdays & Fridays - 9.30am
Wednesdays - 6pm, 7pm & 8pm & Fridays - 1.30pm

& Cars & Light Commercials & Diagnostic Checks
o Tyres & Exhausts '« MOT Repairs & Welding u
» Cambelt & Clutch Replacement [+ Comprehensive Brake Service I
' Air Conditioning Servicing & Servicing on all Makes & Models .
" Mechanical Repairs '~ Free Local Collection & Delivery 0
" Courtesy Vehicle Available '« Open Saturday Mornings :
E 1O °FF it - oo & Vars i 1o 3500kg) D
of this voucher Minibuses (up to 16 seats) [

0ll8 981 4999 oo e
info@eaautos.net 1

Unit 21, Youngs Ind. Est, Paices Hill, Aldermaston, RG7 4PW Mobile: 07919 275 424 |}

HALF PRICE MOT WITH EVERY MAJOR SERVICE



YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT ITALIAN RESTAURANT

WE ARE BRINGING THE TRUE AUTHENTIC
ITALIAN FLAVOURS TO THE LOCAL
COUNTRYSIDE IN A WELCOME AND

RELAXING TIMELESS SETTING

0118 981 9090

BRIMPTON COMMON RG7 4RN

M.J.Sly Monumental

TELEPHONE 01189 817350 Sculptor
Bespoke Memorials and Restorations

email: martin@mjsly.co.uk 46 Bishopwood Road,
i Tadley, Hants.

Pelham Court, London Road

web: www.mjsly.couk  Marlborough, Wiltshire.

The Calleva Arms

Keren & Stu welcome you to your
local pub at the heart of the village.

Open all day
Food served:

Mon-Sat 12-2:30pm
& 5:30-9pm

Sun 12-4pm
0118 970 0305
Y thecalleva@gmail.com

Facebook :
The Calleva Arms — Silchester

— TADLEY CARS =

-— [
- 4

-, "
=) NS

For all your travel
needs contact us on:

0118 3274260

bookings@tadleycarsprivatehire.co.uk

PRIVATE HIRE
*

www .tadleycarsprivatehire.co.uk
Local, Nights Out,
Events, Airports,
Docks & Weddings

Computer Problems?

Mortimer based Microsoft Consumer Support Technician

For all your computer needs, including troubleshooting, setup,
backup, repair, upgrades, internet, websites and anything else

In-home and remote services plus free advice by e-mail

Call Richard on 07789 835690,
e-mail richard@pchelptoyou.co.uk
or visit www.pchelptoyou.co.uk

B2 PC Help To You 7555 wcn

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
.

T.G. Turner
Plumbing & Heating

Installations of Central Heating, Bathrooms,
Boilers, All General Plumbing and

Repairs Undertaken.
: s g
;

t.turnerl 664@sky.com *

Mobile: 07774 907536 :
ﬂ Tel: 01256 889925

*
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

REGISTER




. IN THE SILCHESTER MAGAZINE
COSTS LESS THAN YOU MIGHT THINK

i+ We will design an advert for you,
or use your own artwork,
from only £50 for a year
- that’s 11 issues!

To advertise,
contact the Advertising Manager:

Advertisers@Silchester.or
or call 0118 9700 546

N



mailto:editor@silchester.org
editor@silchester.org
https://www.silchester.org/future-events/item/89-silchester-magazine-online
mailto:Advertisers@Silchester.org

St Mary'’s House, 10 Romans Field, Silchester, February 2021

Fﬁ THE CHURCH
WINCHESTER OF ENGLAND

In mid-January I saw Paul Evans white lining the football pitch. At first I thought there must be a match
tomorrow. Then the penny dropped; no that cannot be, there is no football because of Covid.

Al

So then I wondered why now? Are the old lines fading and there is a danger the pitch will have fo be all
measured and marked out again when football resumes? Is it —

“exercise" in lockdown? Or maybe Paul knows something we do not ﬁ, .
know, that lockdown is about to end and football resume as normal? -
But whatever, it is preparation for what is going fo come at
sometime, somehow.

In the church preparation is important. For instance, preparing for | "
Christmas, preparing for the events of Easter, preparing for the E,_ A ﬂ
return of Christ - sometime, somehow -, and preparing our own lives o &
for what comes next, even though we are not one hundred percent
sure of how or when.

In the middle of February the church’s calendar moves info Lent. It = =
is traditionally a time of preparation, a time to re-mark the white g
lines of our life for what happens next.

I think Lent provides us with at least three opportunities.
The first is reflection; a time to take stock of our lives.

The second is repentance; a time to try and put right anything with which we are uncomfortable;
for instance, bad habits or a relationship gone sour with other people, or God.

The third is a time to look forward, preparing emotionally and spiritually for the events of Easter
and all that means in terms of life, death and resurrection.

With the whole world living in the shadow of Covid, you may feel the last thing you want to do this Lent is
to put on sack cloth and ashes, but lockdown does provide the time to reflect, and reflection, even if
uncomfortable at fimes, should result in a positive rather than negative outcome.

So, I might not be out on the grass white lining a football pitch, but that spirit encourages me:
to reaffirm what works in my life;
to try and correct what doesn't, and
to prepare for what is to come.

Spending time with God and friends, even though virtual through Zoom, will be central to that for me.
Join us for some of our Lent Services on Zoom - you may find they will encourage you too.

Your Resident Vicar Rob
0118 9700884 robwyounglO01@gmail.com



https://www.winchester.anglican.org/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
mailto:robwyoung101@gmail.com
https://www.silchesterchurch.co.uk/
mailto:robwyoung101@gmail.com

St Mary the Virgin Church Services
February / March 2021

Sunday 31 January
10.00am Service on Zoom

Sunday 7 February
10.00am Service on Zoom

Sunday 14 February
10.00am Service on Zoom

Ash Wednesday 17 February (Beginning of Lent)
7.00pm Service on Zoom

Sunday 21 February
10.00am Service on Zoom

Tuesday 23 February
7.00pm Compline (Night Prayer during Lent)

Sunday 28 February
10.00am Service on Zoom

Tuesday 2 March
7.00pm Compline (Night Prayer)

Sunday 7 March
10.00am Service on Zoom

Compline (Night Prayer) is a quiet short service which calmly closes the day
and prepares us for the night.

Zoom links can be found each week through the St Mary the Virgin Silchester website
https://www.silchesterchurch.co.uk/
or contact Revd Rob Young 01189700884 or
robwyoung101@gmail.com
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mailto:robwyoung101@gmail.com
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St Mary the Virgin ~ Church Opening Information

In support of the Covid restrictions the Church Council has decided,
regrettably, to keep the church closed and for no services apart from
funerals to be held in the church building for the fime being.

Looking towards Easter, we are planning for a virtual online Palm
Sunday Walk, a Zoom Seder (Passover) meal on Maundy Thursday, and
an online contemplative Zoom service for Good Friday. We are hoping
to offer a communion service in Church on Easter Sunday relayed over
Zoom, but that will depend on the Covid situation at that time.

Rev Rob Young

DR TS DRI DR X DR TS DR >

Interested in Reading a Daily Passage from the Bible?
Why Not Try Guides from the Bible Reading Fellowship?

The BRF publishes a range of Guides to regular reading and understanding of the Bible.

Each day is allocated a passage to read and study - comments then follow, prepared by expert
writers, knowledgable in their particular fields.

Three publications of each Guide are issued annually, at a total cost of about £14.

GUIDELINES are for the more experienced reader, recent topics covering, for

example, Exodus and Joshua (Old Testament) and Matthew, John and Revelations b f
(New Testament). r

The NEW DAYLIGHT GUIDE is for the more general reader.

I can accept orders at any time.

Ralph Atton
0118 970 0825

‘,'\-&>C> AR X DR X DR X DR >

.. IN THE SILCHESTER MAGAZINE
COSTS LESS THAN YOU MIGHT THINK

+  We will design an advert for you,
\ or use your own artwork,

from only £50 for a year
- that’s 11 issues!

To advertise,
contact the Advertising Manager:

Advertisers@Silchester.org
or call 0118 9700 546
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Prayers & Poents

A prayer for the pandemic
Dear Father God,

You promise to hear us when we come fo you in
prayer, thank you! We so need Your listening
ear at this time - and your help, Lord. Winter
always brings challenges, but this winter is
exceptional as the effects of the pandemic
continue. When we are afraid, or lonely, or
grieving, or in despair, help us to trust You and
to know that You are with us in the middle of it
all, sustaining us. You are not social-distancing,
You are very, very close, full of love and
compassion.

We pray for our National Health Service and
ask for Your special strength and protection
for all staff. Thank you for the skills You have
given to scientists all over the world. Thank you
for the hope which the vaccines bring. Most of
all thank You for the hope which Jesus brings.
This earthly life is a whisper in the light of
eternity and Jesus is the key to that eternal
life. Thank You, Father, for meeting all our
needs in Jesus. Amen.

Daphne Kitching

Love
He held her close in his arms’' embrace,
Their eyes and their lips did meet,
He looked down into her lovely face,
And her heart did faster beat-...

They wenft to the kirk and it came the day,
And the book the priest did take:;

He in his kilt was so bright and gay

As his promise he did make.

She stood at his side so white and fair,

Her white fingers fair to give,

The priest handfasted them then and there,
And he blessed them long to live.

O God give the joy and God the love
To those who are lovers true,

Shed down benediction from above
As in one are joined the two.

From Prayers of the Western Highlanders

The ages of life
Old Age
On the outside: why so faded,
Colours chipped and hair awry?
Ageing's price has been exacted,
Hope extinguished, love gone by.

Middle Age

Halfway there with lines appearing,
Self-help books are piling high.
Dreams still beckon; future yearning,
Life has not yet passed me by.

Adolescence

Teenage daring, risk unflinching;
Health and vigour promise more
Every passion lurks, so fempting
All sensations to the fore.

Childhood

Child amazement, world untested;
Safely kept in others' care.

Now emerging, trusting, fearless
Stain-free soul to taste the air.

Moral
Cast off now your stubborn pride.
Liberate the child inside.
(See Matthew 18:3)
John Barton

A Prayer for Light
Fountain of light, source of light,
Hear our prayer.
Drive away from us the shadow of sin.
Seek us, kindly light.

You, who created us in holiness,
Who condemned our sin,

Who redeemed us from our sin,
Sustain us by your power.

Pour your gentle light into our dull minds,
Filling our heads with holy thoughts.

Pour your glorious light into our cold breasts,
Kindling holy love within our hearts.

From horror, lust and fear,

Guard us while we sleep.

And if we cannot sleep,

Let our eyes behold your heavenly host.

Alcuin of York, c. 735-804, later abbot of Tours

5
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SILCHESTER METHODIST CHURCH
ARE HOSTING A

PANCAKE
EVENING a

Tuesday 16™ February 6 —7.30pm

Join us on Zoom for a fun evening,
families welcome

‘Eat along’
with your own
pancakes!

For Zoom meeting details &

more information including

how, if you wish, to donate to

church funds afterwards please
REGISTER WITH KATHY

Email:kandd651@gmail.com

or telephone 0118 9701234

Pandemic Dreams

The pandemic is affecting our dreams. More people are reporting nightmares which relate to
‘contamination’ and 'cleanness’.

A recent study has found that the more anxious a person is in their waking life, the more vivid will
be their dream images. The findings, published in the journal PLUS One, explain that "Pandemic
dreams show a higher proportion of anger and sadness words; these features seem to be
associated with mental suffering linked to social isolation."

6
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Our Magazine ~ February 2021

We have had a very strange year with only 3 deliveries of "hard copies". However, due to the hard
work of our Editors, digital copies have been made and most people in Silchester will have been
able to read a copy. Many thanks are due to: our Editors Claire & John; Lesley Brewin and the
Silchester Association; Steve Spillane; Michael Cole and Richard Eldridge for the Church website;
and Rev Rob who notified folks that this was going to happen.

It has been decided that it is time for a price increase. I am sure this must be acceptable to you
all as the last increase was in 1996 (25 years ago)!! All Distributors will be collecting £8 for 11
issues and £5 for our concessions. Single copies will be 80p and available at Pamber Heath Stores
(Thank-you Raj).

Collection of subscriptions will be as usual and I ask that you "pay up" with your usual smiles and
Distributors will still give the money to me for onward transmission to the Treasurer as I have
agreed to do this again for 2021. We will be looking this year into how digital subscription might
be made available. In the meantime, if and when we are unable to produce a physical copy, a digital
version will be made freely available - as has been the case for much of the past year.

Invoices have gone out fo our advertisers and should be returning to me at around the time you all
read your February digital copies. We have kept the advertising cost as it was in 2020 as
businesses have all suffered in one way or another and this is a small helping hand from our
Church to our advertisers, with our thanks for their support over many years.

If you would like to Advertise on our yellow pages in this magazine then please do

get in touch with me: advertisers@silchester.org - our rates are very reasonable.

If anyone is interested in taking over the role of Advertising Manager for this magazine then
please do let me know and I would be happy to let you know what is involved.
Belated Happy New Year and keep safe.

Nancy Jones

Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council Election

You may not be aware that new boundary changes come into force this year with the old Calleva
Ward being split with Silchester becoming part of the Bramley Ward and Pamber moving in with
Tadley. The old wards used to have 2 councillors and the new ones will have 3 giving an overall
reduction in the number of Councillors from 60 to 54. Of our 2 current Ward Councillors Simon
Mahaffey will be one of the candidates for the new Ward and Roger Gardner who has been a
councillor for 27 years is retiring.

The whole of Basingstoke and Deane council is up for re-election based on these new wards on
May 6t 2021 (Covid regulations permitting). You will have up to 3 votes for candidates in the
Borough election to elect the 3 councillors for the ward. On the same day there also possibly be
elections for Parish Councillors, County Councillor and the Police Commissioner, so get ready for
all those ballot papers and crosses.

I will ry encourage candidates standing in the election to contribute articles fo the magazine
over the coming months and hopefully be able to provide a full list of candidates before the
election.
Steve Spillane
steve@spillane.com ~ 0118 970 0996
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People

Happy New Year to everyone, let's hope 2021
will prove to be so much better than 2020!

Many local people will by now have had their
first (and maybe even their second) Covid
vaccination, with many others waiting anxiously
for their invitation. We all hope this will herald
the end of the current pandemic and lead us
from the 'new normal’ at the end of 2020, to
something resembling a 'normal-normal’ for
2021.

Even when times are difficult, we can all be
thankful that we live in such a wonderful village.
The friendly people and the beautiful
countryside make even these difficult times
easier to cope with and there are many 'feel
good' stories of what makes Silchester so
special.

Just before Christmas the local Brownies gave
a lovely surprise to many older Silchester
residents by delivering a hamper - bringing joy
at a difficult and for some a lonely time of year,
even more so last year due fo the Covid
restrictions. One lady from Dukes Ride said
she was 'Absolutely thrilled' to receive her
hamper and to know the Brownies had thought
of her - the hamper contained sweefts, pickles, a
hand-made Christmas decoration and a card
saying ‘Lots of Love, Jose'. The hampers were
instead of the usual Christmas lunch in the
Village Hall and were sponsored by the
Silchester Association. Well done Kirsty and all
of the Brownies.

Many residents enjoyed the Silchester Choir
virtual concert on Zoom. We are so lucky to
have the very talented Robin Scott, together
with the lovely choir members who recorded a
selection of Christmas songs, including the
special and exclusive 'Christmas time in
Silchester' composed by Robin.

Then there was the Silchester Carol Service on
YouTube - so cleverly put together with
readings, hymns and carols and views from the
church and various locations around the village.
Well done to everyone involved in putting this
together.

News

There have been several house moves within the
village over the last few months and we wish all
our new residents a big welcome, and also best
wishes fo those who have moved away to
pastures new.

Tim and Janine have moved into Sallow Copse,
they are no strangers to the area having come
from Bramley. They have been doing many
alterations/renovations to the property and it
will be lovely to see the house occupied again.
We wish them much happiness in Silchester.

Silchester House has new residents - Emma and
Mark Hla, their family, plus parents and Gatsby
the dog will be living there as their residential
home whilst also running ‘Coco Wedding Venues'
offering a creative consultancy to wedding
venues all over the country.

Nicky and Andy Alcock of Dukes Ride have
moved to their holiday home near Penrith and
the Lake District, and are hoping to buy a
property near Carlisle very soon. They have
been enjoying walks close to their home and
were delighted to see a good covering of snow
early in January.

Ben, Shanelle, their daughter Elana and Arlo
the dog moved into Dukes Ride just before
Christmas. They had moved to Hartleys a year
earlier from the Newbury area, but decided
they liked Silchester so much that they would
buy their 'forever home' when Nicky and
Andy's house came on the market. We wish
them much happiness in their new home.

Elaine and Drossos and their beagle Cooper have
moved from 13 Inhams Way to Torquay.

Andy and Lisa have moved from Oakley into
13 Inhams Way. Lisa works long hours as a
hairdresser (when not in lockdown!).

The new occupants of 19 Inhams Way are David
and Val, who have moved from Reading. They
are settling in well and have even had some work
done on their garden already!

Long-time Silchester residents Phil and Liz
Taylor from Lordswood have moved full-time to
their holiday home in Portugal and Wendy,
Graham and their son have moved into
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Lordswood, we hope they will be very happy
there.

We are sad to report that Sheila Orme who
lived in Pamber Heath and was a regular
member of Silchester Phoenix Club died at the
end of November 2020 after a short illness and
a stay in Hospital. Sheila had worked at AWE
for many years and had many friends in the
area.

Sybil Wickens, nee Stacey, died on 4th
December, 2020 aged 95. Sybil was born at
Little Heath in Mortimer West End, and lived all
of her life in Silchester. She was descended
from old Silchester families, the Fords and
Staceys, with long connections to the local area.
She attended Silchester School, as her father
had before her and as her daughter and
granddaughters did after her. Her
grandfather, George Ford, was a choirmaster at
the Methodist Church, and she was married
there, as were her daughter and, more recently,
her granddaughter. Sybil's uncle, Francis
Stacey, is commemorated under WW1 on the
Silchester War Memorial, along with her cousin,
Walt Aldridge. A memorial service for Sybil
will be held in the Methodist Church once Covid
restrictions allow.

We have heard of a number of local people who
have had stays in hospital recently. We hope
they are all home soon and making a steady
recovery.

If you require help, support or just a friendly
phone call. There are several places to contact
where help is available:

Silchester Association on 07877635387 or
07775547642

St Mary's Church, Silchester, contact Rev. Rob
Young 01189700884 or 07818064923, or email:
robwyoungl01@gmail.com

Hampshire County Council have a Coronavirus
Hampshire Helpline - 'Hantshelp4vulnerable’
which can provide information, advice and
practical support to frail or vulnerable
Hampshire residents on 0333 370 4000, 9am-
5pm Monday-Thursday, 9am-4.30pm Fridays,
(Calls charged at local rate).

It is always 'interesting' trying to find People
News, and at the moment it is even more
difficult as we can't approach people to have a
friendly chat. So if you have any news for the
People News, happy or sad, please do contact us
by either sending an e-mail to
peoplenews@silchester.org or telephone

Ann-Marie on 9700627 or Irene on 9700996.
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Phoenix Club

A belated Happy New Year to everyone, we hope you are all coping during this worrying time.

sometime soon.

We had hoped we would be able to announce at least part of our programme
~ for 2021 by now, but with the current lock-down restrictions we are

&= obviously not able to meet.
endeavour to re-start our meetings - watch this magazine for any news.

When the restrictions are lifted, we will

Hopefully some of our members will have had their Covid vaccines by the time
you read this (at least the first dose), and things will begin to look brighter

Sheila Orme who was a regular at our meetings sadly died at the end of 2020, she will be missed

by all of her friends at the club.

Keep well, keep safe and keep watching this space for any news of our club being able to meet

again.

Ann-Marie and Jan
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We are still meeting as a church on Zoom, every Sunday morning at 10.30am, with our friends
from the Tadley and Mortimer churches. For details of the Zoom ID please contact Gill

gill@lawson-net.co.uk Anyone is welcome to join.

We held an extra Church Council on the 7" January, decided that we would not be opening the
church until the beginning of April. This will be reviewed at the Church Council on 8t March, when
we will have more idea how Covid is going.

We are holding Zoom Church coffee mornings once a month.

Pancake Evening
We will be celebrating Pancake Evening on Zoom 16t February, 6.00pm- 7.30pm. Eat your own
pancakes and we will supply games, quizzes and lots more. For Zoom details and more information
please register with Kathy Phone 0118 9701234 or email: kandd651@gmail.com

m LATEST LOCKDOWN. Are you wondering how to fill
#if..  your day during the restrictions of another lockdown? Why
not join one of our Zoom lectures! We have moved our
programme of monthly lectures on to Zoom during lockdown.
We enjoy stimulating talks from Arts Society registered lecturers on a
wide range of topics. At Christmas we watched video clips from a Royal
Ballet production of The Nutcracker whilst one of their orchestral
musicians treated us to a unique glimpse of how things worked backstage.
On February |7th we will be learning about Fakes and Forgeries in the
Art world from a former specialist police detective. Or if you prefer to
learn about a topic in more detail we have a Study Day on February 24th
from Peter Medhurst who will discuss and analyse a range of magnificent
paintings as well as treating us to a live recital.
Lectures cost £5, Study Days £15 for non-members

For more information and to register for either of these events visit’;

theartssocietybasingstoke.org.uk

FOLLOW US on TWITTER AND FACEBOOK:
https://twitter.com/TheBasingstoke
https://www.facebook.com/The-Arts-Society-
Basingstoke-100482031870805/
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Silchester Players

Although subject to lockdown restrictions, the year 2020 ended on a high note
for Silchester Players.

The final editing of our radio version of the pantomime Dick Whittington
involved numerous Zoom conferences and a few seconds of re-recording, but we
were very pleased indeed with the end product. We held a virtual first night on
22nd December for cast, crew and invited guests, prior to the first broadcast on
HHCR, Basingstoke's Community Radio, on Sunday 27t December. That broadcast attracted an
estimated 300 listeners - comparable to an audience for 3 performances in Silchester Village
Hall. If you missed the broadcast or its repeat on New Year's Day please visit our website
www.silchesterplayers.org and click the link fo listen to the pantomime.

We received an excellent report from Chris Horton on behalf of the National Operatic and
Dramatic Association (NODA) of which we are members. The production was described as
bringing "warmth and great entertainment”. The concluding words were as follows:

The level of energy never dropped and all the cast gave 100 per cent to this hugely enjoyable and
fun production. The music and sound effects were exceptional. The cast were well supported by
the musical director Tony Oliver. Silchester Players deserves enormous credit for preparing this
pantomime for radio. They have been performing an annual panto since 1976 and their productions
usually contain colourful principals, singing and dancing, elaborate costumes and special effects.
Although not a visual feast this year, there was enormous enjoyment to be had from this radio
production which was recorded as part of the Christmas festivities on Basingstoke's community
radio, HHCR. The auditions were conducted by Zoom, the cast never met and recordings were
done remotely. All social distancing and Government guidelines were met. Silchester Players can
be proud to add this production of Dick Whittington to their list of great achievements.

We would also like to thank Spratleys of Mortimer for their sponsorship of Dick Whittington.
The pantomime's author permitted us to perform free of royalties but it has been necessary to
purchase a licence for use of copyright musical material included in the production o enable us to
make it available on our website. As of course we received no income from the radio broadcast,
the sponsorship usefully covered this expense.

It is now time to move on and consider our activities in 2021. The committee will hold a virtual
meeting at the beginning of February to plan future events. However it is already apparent that
due to the ongoing Covid crisis it will not be possible to stage our normal May production. Also at
present an October production appears unlikely. We hope that we will be able to perform a
pantomime on stage early in 2022 but of course nothing is certain while restrictions remain.

In the meantime we will be exploring possibilities for audio productions, or play readings drawing
on our experiences of remote rehearsing and performing in 2020.

www.silchesterplayers.org



www.silchesterplayers.org
www.silchesterplayers.org
mailto:gill@lawson-net.co.uk 
mailto:kandd651@gmail.com

Silchester Association

www.silchester.orqg

First of all, Happy New Year to everyone and here's hoping that 2021 will be a bit more 'normal’.
We hope that you all are staying safe and that you and all your families are keeping well. Our
thoughts are with all those who are suffering at this difficult time.

It looks like we will be in serious lockdown for some time to come even though there has been
great progress in rolling out vaccinations. Sadly we have postponed the First Aid course that was
due to be held in February until April or May depending on the situation then. We'll keep you
posted.

In spite of the limited social contact, the village was quite active in the run up to Christmas. Very
well done to everyone who lit up their houses for the festive season - it was really appreciated by
everyone in the village.

We were very happy to support the Brownies in their Christmas hamper project and huge
congratulations to all of them and their leaders for all the hard work that went into making all the
items to put into them. Everyone who received them was very happy and they have had many
letters back to say just how much it was appreciated when a Brownie knocked on the door to
deliver one.

The Silchester calendar was a sell out. Thank you o everyone who supported this endeavour
either by entering and voting in the competition to choose the images or buying the finished
calendar. It was a fun activity in the village while at the same time helping St Mary's with some
much needed fundraising. It may become an annual event so please continue o take your photos
locally and save your best ones for next year's calendar.

Moving on to events later in the year. The Fun Run Committee are hoping to be able to hold this
event but it will be later in the year and will obviously depend on restrictions that are still in
place. We have no plans to resurrect Bonfire Night at the moment for several reasons, one of
which is that we have been unable to find anyone enthusiastic enough about the event to lead it.
If there is anyone who would love to do this please get in touch and come join the committee and
we can discuss it. We will be holding the Scarecrow Trail again over October half term and, if at
all possible, the children's Halloween disco and we are still looking at options for the Beer Festival
which is scheduled for September so we're keeping fingers crossed for that.

The time for our AGM is fast approaching and, as we were unable to hold it last year due to
lockdown, we are keen to be able to have one this year. Our hard-working secretary is standing
down due to her work commitments - congratulations on your new position Amy and thank you for
your contribution to the village over the past few years. We'd love to welcome any new people to
our committee and if anyone would like the role of secretary that would be amazing. It doesn't
have to be a very onerous task - just taking minutes at meetings and monitoring our facebook
page. We're still meeting on Zoom every couple of months to keep in touch and hopefully will be
able to be more active again in the village later in the year.

Meanwhile stay safe everyone and let's hope that 2021 is the start of something better!
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Silchester Recycling News - February 2021

Thanks again to everyone who has contributed
to the 'Ali Recycling' project on Fridays at the
Pavilion. It all helps.

I hope you all noticed the last-minute addition
of the Ferrero Rocher programme, just in time
for Christmas? They want all the plastic parts
of their containers, but not the paper bits,
which can be recycled elsewhere. See the
poster above the Friday recycling bins for full
details.

A few years ago, the council decided to remove
the dedicated dog waste bins from the around
the playing fields and now asks dog walkers to
use the general waste bins instead. There are 5
of these, including two outside the play area.

Unfortunately for us keen recyclers, this means
that NONE of the waste left in those 5 bins is
suitable for recycling. It is all deemed to be
contaminated by the dog waste (even if there is
in fact none in that particular bag!). This results
in a lot of valuable recyclable waste -
specifically drink cans and bottles - being
discarded. (It also means that poor Mick has to
cart it all round to the gate and squeeze it into
the 'fox-proof enclosure' for collection each
Tuesday.)

There are no green wheelie bins either so, in an
attempt to intercept some of this material, T
have placed a couple of labelled crates nearby
(one just outside the playground gate, and
another that floats around on or near the
Pavilion Veranda). I periodically empty these
into my green wheelie bin at home.

It would be really helpful if everyone who uses
the playing fields could leave (empty) drinks
cans and plastic (or glass) bottles in the crates
rather than the black bins. For historical
reasons™ I also accept plastic bottle tops in
those crates.

[* They originally went to another scheme but
now go to Ali as well and end up supporting the
Air Ambulance].

Have an item that you don't know how to
recycle? A handy source of help is the web site
"recyclenow.com". This offers lots of general
information on recycling and includes a list of
object classes, from 'Aerosols’ to 'Yoghurt
pots’, which you can search for details on
whether and where a given item, or class of
items, can be recycled.

Unfortunately, 'recyclenow’ do not seem to
keep up to date with our TerraCycle-originated
programmes, so it is always best to check these
first (because they also raise funds for good
causes!).

I expect everyone knows the "Re-purpose, Re-
use, Recycle" mantra by now, but there is
another "R" that is frequently forgotten these
days: "Repair". Look out for the article by John
Bristow, of Deluxe Materials, which contains
some useful ideas on this subject.

Don't forget: you can always contact me or
Paula if you are unable to visit the Pavilion on
Fridays to make use of our recycling bins.

Chris Hawkes & Paula Gibbons
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Our Magazine - Telephone Pages

It is time to look at the telephone page in the magazine! Please check the
numbers we have and send amendments to the editors if you can. We
KNOW a couple of numbers are to change - if you have the correct
information please do let us know. Thank-you.

Editors ~ Editor@Silchester.org
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Parish Counci WS

Bramley Solar Farm
As mentioned a few months ago, Enso Energy are looking to build an 85 hectare (over 200 acres)
Solar Farm across fields in Silchester and Bramley, close to Bramley Frith. They have now
submitted a planning application to Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council for approval to do this.
Their application can be seen on the BDBC Planning Portal and its reference number is
20/03403/FUL. The plan says the Solar Farm will last for 40 years. It can be accessed here:
https://planning.basingstoke.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QKTOR3CRH7B00&active Tab=summary

There are some 50 documents, with some repetition of content between them. Residents are
very welcome to comment on the plans - either positively or negatively - by sending their views to
BDBC Planning.

Silchester Parish Councillors have been discussing the matter for some time and we expect to
formalise our views at our virtual meeting on 15t February, and then send in any comments we have
on the planning application. Whatever those comments might be, it is definitely worth individuals
sending in their views as they are likely to carry just as much weight with the Planning authority
as the views of the Parish Council: we are not part of the decision making process, we just get to
comment, like everybody else.

Beware Current Scams - Be Vigilant
There seem to be increasing numbers of scams around at the moment - both Covid related, as well
as others. Be vigilant - all these are attempts to get people to hand over funds or provide access
to bank accounts. Recent scams include
* Offering fast track access to a Covid vaccine, for a fee
* Sales of fake products such as face masks, supplements, anti-virus kits and
sanitisers, which may be harmful or simply never arrive
* Bogus healthcare workers who try to gain access to your home by claiming to
offer testing for COVID-19
* People pretending to be from charities offering to do shopping or carry out
cleansing tasks
* Emails asking for donations to the NHS
* Callers from someone claiming to be from the National or International Crime
agency, as well as HMRC, who end up seeking banking details
* Callers claiming to be from Openreach or Microsoft saying problems with your
broadband or PCs, trying to get access

They were just targeting the elderly but they seem to be working their way down the age range!

www.silchester-pc.gov.uk
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Parish Council Contact Details

Our primary point of contact is our Parish Clerk
Parish Clerk: Chris Gunnell 07470 809086 clerk@silchester-pc.gov.uk

Mike Baldock (Chairman) 0118 970 1931 mike.baldock@silchester-pc.gov.uk
Janet Earl 0118 970 2251 janet.earl@silchester-pc.gov.uk

David Livingstone 0118 970 0135 david.livingstone@silchester-pc.gov.uk
Dan Male dan.male@silchester-pc.gov.uk

Paul Miles 07760 888995 paul.miles@silchester-pc.gov.uk
Richard Westwood 07876 610577 richard.westwood@silchester-pc.gov.uk
Graham Wright 07837 248047 graham.wright@silchester-pc.gov.uk

",r)

Tadley Men's She

Come on
out of your
B shed fior
_ an hour,
Share your interests, hobbies,
DIY expertise, or learn new
skills at the Online (for now)
Tadley Men's Shed.
Everyone welcome.
Expert to beginner,

all interests.
For more details contact Paul at
tadleymensshed@gmail.com

g 2nd & 4th Fridays of the month 2 - 3pm.
these zoom meeting details:

879 7785 1033

01350
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Planning Appeal by Travellers to occupy site on land off Culhams Mill, Silchester
Ref: Appeal Reference 3210244: Land at Rapiers,

Little London Road, Silchester

CALL TO ACTION

Today I attended a Planning Inspectorate pre-
enquiry meeting with members of the BDBC planning
team, the BDBC barrister and Planning Inspector,
Jeanie Russell. As T am aware that the production of
the Silchester Magazine has been slightly delayed to
allow me to write this update, the following are some
very rushed notes:

The original planning appeal was scheduled to
start on the 13t of April for three weeks. It
looked likely that this would be held in Silchester
Village Hall as all participants had indicated their
preference for a face-to-face enquiry rather
than an appeal heard by written representation
only.

I attended a previous pre-enquiry meeting in
November at which point Mr Connors (the
appellant for the Traveller group) informed the
Inspector that the group had parted company
with their agent (Mr Woods) on the grounds of
non-payment of fees. He further stated that the
group was in the process of seeking a new agent.
At the meeting today, the Inspector informed us
that she had not heard from the Mr Connors
since the 7™ of January but she had been
informed by him that they had been unable to
agree terms with another agent and therefore
had no representation. Mr Connors failed to
appear at today's meeting.

Quite rightly, the Inspector expressed concern
that, without qualified representation, a full
enquiry would be a very one-sided affair and
would not allow the Traveller group to fully state
their case. She also felt that it would be a waste
of public funds. This was further complicated by
the fact that Covid restrictions make it very
hard for her to visit the site as would normally
be expected.

As such, the full face-to-face enquiry has now
been cancelled and the Inspector has proposed a
hybrid solution whereby the hearing will be
primarily heard by written representation and
partly through a face-to-face hearing which will
be held (subject to availability) in Silchester
Village Hall on 27th/28 of April.

The Inspector will now write to both parties (the
Travellers and the Council) to ascertain if this is
acceptable to everyone with a deadline for
responses by the 2" February.

* If it is acceptable then the Inspector will require

written depositions from the Council, the
Travellers and also residents by the 16™ March.

* Final comments will be made by BDBC and the

Traveller group by the 6™ April and then the
final hearing will be heard on the 27t/28" April.
This said, the Inspector could not guarantee that
the hearing would go ahead as she could not say
whether or not the Travellers would submit their
representation or even turn up on the day. In this
instance I think I'm correct in saying that she
will make her determination based on the
evidence that she has in front of her.

BDBC will be writing to residents to formally
notify them of the procedure and the associated
dates.

CALL TO ACTION

* T asked the Inspector if residents could assume

that previously submitted comments have been
read and noted or if residents should resubmit
their comments. I informed her that the original
planning application had received 248 objections
from residents and I did not wish to swamp her
with repeat paperwork. The Inspector reminded
me that the planning enquiry with the
Inspectorate is a completely different issue
from the original planning application and, in this
respect, she had only seen 53 objections.

If you still feel strongly about the planned
conversion of the water meadow at Culhams Mill
into a 13 pitch caravan site for Travellers and
Gypsies then I encourage you o write (either in
support or to object) to the case officer handling
the case at the Planning Inspectorate.
Correspondence should be to
TeamE3@planninginspectorate.gov.uk and marked
FAO Mr Ben White, Case Officer. The PINS
appeal reference for this is "Appeal Reference
3210244: Land at Rapiers, Little London Road,
Silchester”. All submissions should be by the 16
March at the latest. It is perfectly acceptable to
submit the same comment that you submitted
last time.

Hopefully, this will be the final push for this saga
which has now dragged on for four years but it is
very important that you do submit something if
you want your voice to be heard and for this
issue to be brought to a close once and for all.

Hope everyone is staying safe

Simon Mahaffey
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Whitchurch Silk Mill

Against All Odds
Despite the difficulties experienced in 2020, nearly 15,000 people visited the Mill and enjoyed all
that we offered, from Winter Lights in January to the successful Great Wishing Tree of
Whitchurch in December. What's more, we had our first commercial order for ribbons for many
years, which gave our weavers the chance fo create something not only beautiful but guaranteed
to be money-making. During the year our trainee weaver completed her training and is now working
for us full time. We'll be recruiting a new trainee as soon as we can.

Covid-19 Update
At the time of writing, restrictions mean the Mill, café and shop are closed to the public. It's
impossible to say when we'll be able to open the Mill buildings; updates will appear on our website.
In the meanwhile, the Mill team and the weavers are working hard, and we'll continue our digital
programme of talks and virtual group tours and social media and blog posts. Our online shop offers
a free local click and collect/delivery service, and we're running a fundraising campaign at
www. justgiving.com/campaign/supportwhitchurchsilkmill.

Ripping Yarns
A new series of our popular online 'Ripping Yarns' is planned. These explain how some common
expressions derived from the language of weaving. Previous Yarns can be found on our Facebook
page. You can look forward to finding out more about the phrase ‘cloth ears'. It first originated
in the industrialised mills of northern England during the 1800s. The noise generated by the
machinery was quite literally deafening, and the build-up of cotton dust in the workers' ears
added to the problem. As one former employee, born in 1920, put it: 'You was overwhelmed at the
roar of noise, and for about three days all you could hear was the roar in your ears. But after
that, you became part and parcel of it and you could talk quite normally. Although you didn't
realise it, you were doing a lot of lip reading." Nowadays, the expression is used as a rebuke to
someone who has not heard or understood what's being said to them, along the lines of 'Oi, cloth
ears, wake up!' Naturally our weavers don't talk to each other in this way!

A Look Back in Time
Have you been watching the most recent series of The Crown? If so, did you know that in 1980
the Mill played a vital role in the creation of Diana's wedding dress? The raw silk used to weave
the cloth for the dress was wound on to bobbins on our winding frames. It wasn't until after the
job was done that the Mill Manager, Ted Moss, told his staff this exciting news.

REGULAR EVENTS
Our regular events including Mini Millers, Young Millers and Pins & Needles will resume as soon as
we're able.

Contact: info@whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk - 01256 892065 - www.whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk
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Miscellaneous observations on modern life

Most cars on our roads have only one occupant, usually the driver.’
(BBC reporter)

I really don't mind getting older, but my body is taking it badly. @
T thought getting old would take longer.
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Solar Farm Threat To Our Countryside

The planning application for a 210-acre solar farm by Enso Energy on the land of Silchester's
Church Lane Farm and Bramley's Vyne Lodge Farm. These six large fields around the Bramley
Frith covers most of the gap between Bramley and Silchester affecting residents of both
villages, encroaching on the local area's biodiversity, archaeological heritage, breath taking views
and much-loved pathways.

For most of us who don't know an acre from an acorn, 200 acres is a lot of acres. It is about the
size of 140 football pitches, which is 50 times the size of Silchester or Bramley Clift Meadow
playing fields. Two Silchester Roman walled towns could fit in it!

If planning permission is granted by the twelve members of Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council's Development Control Committee, it would become the fifth largest solar farm in England
and the largest in England on
agricultural land.

Of course, given climate
challenges facing our planet
we certainly need to increase
the sustainability of our
energy production in
Hampshire and across the UK.
However, this should be done
in an appropriate manner: not
on agricultural land, over half
of which is designated as
good quality or better, nor on
prime open greenbelt, and not
on top of internationally
recoghised Roman heritage 27
remains. There must be more Proposed Solar Farm showing footpaths

appropriate sites such as

disused quarries, the roofs of buildings and poor-quality land? If built, the site would be in
commission for around 30 years. It would then be deemed a brownfield site, opening the door to
more new housing in the community on formerly agricultural land.

Around 50 concerned Silchester and Bramley residents submitted comments on the initial pre-
screening submission. Numerous concerns were raised including the harmful visual impact
hundreds of solar panels and deer fencing will have on local cherished footpaths such as The
Silchester Trail and Brenda Parker Way: to concerns that water-run off may lead to more
flooding. A formal planning application has how been submitted to Basingstoke & Deane Borough
Council (BDBC) and it is very important that if you have concerns you submit your views so they
can be taken into account. The application number is 20/03403/FUL and the application can be
seen at tinyurl.com/bramleysolar

In opposition of the current proposal a local residents’ group has been formed to hear the views
from others in the community and to coordinate a response to BDBC Planning. Through both the
Village magazines for Silchester and Bramley, and our own website we plan to disseminate
information and will also produce a template letter of comment for you o use to get your personal
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opinion across to the planning feam. The template letter and how to submit comments can be
found on our website.

Given short timescales (consultation closes in February) we recommend to those of you interested
that you take the time to familiarise yourselves with the proposed project by visiting our website
or emailing solarfarmresidentsgroup@gmail.com to subscribe to our updates and ask any questions
you may have. Our website contains a template for making comments to the Council. See
www.solarfarmresidentsgroup.co.uk

The Solar Farm Residents Group

Steve Spillane and the team

Email solarfarmresidentsgroup@gmail.com

Web Site www.solarfarmresidentsgroup.co.uk

ProposediSolar Farm between
Bram nd Silchester

Solar Farm Residents Group January 2021

Silchester solarfarmresidentsgroup@gmail.com

Pamber Heath Roman Town

Silchester

% » ‘WestEnd
Green
Pound
Tadlay - x Conservation =
- Area

Pamber Forest

Proposed
Solar Farm

Pamber Green Little London ; Bramley

Existing
“Solar Farm

Bramley Green

Map & Google
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Smart Bird

Ravens have been found to be among the cleverest animals in the world. These largest members of
the crow family can even score as high on intelligence tests as chimpanzees.

Ravens can remember where food is hidden, can use tools to get at it, follow human faces with
their eyes, and understand what people mean when they point. All in all, researchers praise their
"general, sophisticated cognitive skills."

The study was carried out at Osnabruck University in Germany.
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Editor: The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England
priest in St Albans, Herts, and a former communications
director for the CofE, considers romantic love.

Taking a mature look at

Valentine's Day

You do not see many Zimmer frames,
wheelchairs or hearing aids on Valentine's Day
cards. They mostly seem to be full of young
love, hearts and roses.

Young love is wonderful and beautiful, full of
optimism, and plans and hopes for the future.

But love in later life is precious too. It is a love
that has been forged through years of shared
experiences and joy, maybe raising children
together, perhaps enjoying grandchildren.

It's a love that's stood the test of time, and
deeper, much deeper, than any shop-bought
Valentine's Day card can describe.

That long-term love can also be shown by the
devoted wife or husband who visits their spouse
in a care home each day, gently talking with
them when they are, perhaps, deep into
dementia. Or sitting for long hours by a hospital
bed. Or dutifully caring for them at home.

Love is a marathon, not a sprint. It starts with
white lace and promises and grows over the
years.

Mature love is about the commitment that
spans decades and is seldom shown on the cards
on sale in the High Street this Valentine's Day.

As a priest, when I marry a couple and take
them through their wedding vows, I hear them
make their lifelong commitment “for better,
for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness
and in health, to love and to cherish, till death
us do part..."

It's so wonderful to see the bride and groom
smiling, and enjoying this precious moment,
making vows that will, hopefully, span the rest
of their lives. I love taking weddings - it's an
immense privilege to be part of a couple's
special day.

And I find myself pondering what the future
will hold for them. I wonder what shape that
lifelong commitment will take, as I pray a
blessing on their marriage.

How much wealth or poverty will come their
way? Will it be sickness or health that will
accompany them through the years? How will
they support each other as the years go by?

‘Love is patient. Love is kind." These are familiar
words from the popular wedding reading in
Paul's letter to the Corinthians. That patience,
that kindness are qualities that can develop
over years of
marriage.

Just how much
patience will be
needed in the years
ahead cannot
usually be known on
the wedding day.

So, this year,as T
look at the rows of
red or pink Valentine's Day cards on sale in the
shops, I shall look out for cards that have a
deeper message.

I shall seek out cards that celebrate long-term
love. Cards that say something about the joys
and challenges of growing older together.

Cards that go beyond hearts and roses to the
deeper love that transcends love's first
blossoming. I just hope I can find some...

Revd Peter Crumpler
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Miscellaneous observations

on modern life

If you tell the truth, you don't have to remember anything.

Good judgment comes from bad experience, and a lot of that comes from

bad judgment.

T
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We continue the tongue-in-cheek letters from 'Uncle Eustace’..

St James the Least of All

On why our church does not need
health or safety...

The Rectory,
St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

I appreciated your recent concern when you
heard one of our parishioners had slipped on a
gravestone. Your desire to help was entirely
commendable, and I do know that sending your
own church's health and safety officer to give
us some advice was kindly meant. But the 200-
page report was not welcome. If we
implemented even half of your officer's
suggestions, life would become unbearably safe.

St James the Least of All has survived
perfectly well for the last 600 years without
gutter cleaning inspections, path degreasing and
electrical safety certificates, so I think we may
survive a little longer without them. As far as T
am aware, the only disaster to hit us was when
Cromwell's soldiers stabled their horses in the
nave - which I suspect a few of our oldest
members still clearly remember.

The shock the sidesmen sometimes get when
switching on the lights occurs only occasionally,
is relatively mild and soon over - and if it
happens when preparing for the 8am Service,
helps to wake them up. The weight of the Duke
of Clumber's marble sarcophagus is slowly
detaching the south aisle from the rest of the
church, but it is very slow - and the pews in
that area are used only once a year when his
relations visit from America fo commemorate
his death at Agincourt - which is probably just
beyond remembrance of the oldest of our
congregation.

Leaks from the ceiling in the north aisle are
solved with a row of buckets - and even you
must concede that the fungi on the oak beams
look really rather attractive when the sun
catches them. The sapling growing out of the
spire is certainly an issue - although it looks so
attractive in Spring when in blossom. As for our
fire extinguishers, they were serviced when my
predecessor-but-two was in office, and I have
the certificate to prove it.
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So, do thank your health and safety officer for
all his work and tell him we will bear his
recommendations in mind. Also tell him I was so
sorry he slipped and broke his leg in our choir
stalls while he was with us. But that bit of floor
has been out of alignment since 1748, and it
seems a shame
to disturb it
now. If only he
had arrived
encased in
bubble wrap, it
would never
have happened.
Perhaps you
could put that
on the agenda
of your next health and safety meeting.

Your loving uncle, Eustace

m Professional Organiser

If you ever feel overwhelmed by clutter or
finding your things has become a challenge,
you may benefit from a session with a
Professional Organiser. | can help you
reduce clutter and put in place easy to
maintain organisation systems to keep you
on track! | can help you organise and stay
organised in any and all of the following
areas of your home:

Entryway Living room

Kitchen / pantry Home office

Laundry room Wardrobes / drawers
Bathroom Loft space / attic
Bedroom Garage

To arrange a free 30 minute consultation
call Donna on 0750 7783652

www.hiahprofessionalorganisers.com
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Silchester Village Hall
Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 16™ February 2021 at 7.30pm

The AGM of the Village Hall Charity will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 16 February 2021 and you
are invited participate in a ZOOM meeting as we are unable to gather in our usual venue in the
Village Hall. The details of how to join in the meeting are shown below.

We do hope you can find the fime to join us and hear the reports from the Chairman and
Treasurer of the Board of the Managing Trustees concerning, the somewhat limited, activities
over the past year and to hear about plans for the future. There will be an open forum for
residents to put forward suggestions and new ideas, and for you to have your say. The past year
has been challenging but we are all looking forward to being able to open up the Hall fully later in
the year. We are all looking forward to the time when we can welcome back our many groups and
users and get our community life back to normal.

Silchester Village Hall is a community owned asset which is managed by a board of trustees on its
behalf. The Hall could not function without support from local residents, particularly those who
are willing to volunteer to be a Trustee and give a small amount of time of time tfowards ensuring
that the Hall is well maintained and managed. We would welcome hearing from anyone who would
like to participate and become involved in helping fo manage such a well-used, loved and valuable
community asset.

We hope to see you on 16 February 2021.

The link for the Zoom meeting can be found at http://www.silchestervillagehall.org.uk/

Liz Pearce (Secretary)
On behalf of the Board of Managing Trustees
liz@silchester.org

DR XX DR X DRI DR DR >

Want to feel better? Cuddle your pet

If you think you feel better after cuddling your dog or cat, there is a good reason: you really do
feel better.

After only three minutes of cuddling your pet, your levels of oxytocin, the ‘love’ hormone,
increase, according to a recent study from Australia’s Monash University. And just five minutes
of cuddling will also raise your levels of the two wellbeing and happiness hormones, endorphin and
dopamine. So says a recent report in the Journal of Psychosomatic Research.

In her recent book, Your Pet, Your Pill, vet Margit Gabriele Muller says that caressing a dog or
other pet provides exactly the same health benefits as skin-on-skin contact with another human.
The hormones that are released “are the same as when you're breastfeeding or cuddling a
partner.”

Furthermore, a study at Liverpool University last year found that dog owners are four times more
likely to be fit than other people.
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Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks?

Walking in Hampshire www.walkinginengland.co.uk/hants is the website for youl

With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, contact details for
all the walking groups in the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on your own or with
a group all the information is there in one place.

John said 'There is so much walking information on the web but it is difficult to find. Walking in
Hampshire (part of the Walking in England suite of websites (www.walkinginengland.co.uk) - one

for each county in England) has brought it together in one place so whether you are walking from
home, or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk suitable for you'.

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability for pushchairs and
wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy.

So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!

John Harris
www.walkinginengland.co.uk
email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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Impor,.ran.l. Bin CO”GC"'iOﬂ As always our priority is to protect the safety

of our key worker staff and the residents we

Update serve alongside protecting the core waste,
recycling and clinical waste services. We are

We are currently experiencing high levels of working hard to ensure our bin crews are tested
waste collection staff self-isolating due to quickly to enable them to return to work if
COVID-19. Because of the work we and our their results are nega’rive. If we need to
contractor Serco have undertaken towards the —suspend non-essential services such as garden
end of the last year to prepare for a second waste or bl.llky waste collections we will POST
spike, we have two additional bubble crews in this information via our website and social
place to cover COVID-related absences. media in the first instance.
These will assist us in continuing to deliver all ~ In the meantime we thank residents for their
of our waste and recycling services during this ~ understanding and patience during this difficult
challenging time. But the number of staff period and ask them to help keep our crews and

isolating has increased rapidly over the past 24 themselves safe by wiping down bin handles
hours and we want to prepare residents for the When putting out their bins and bringing them
possibility that they could face disruptions to  back in again.

services, such as a delay in collections. . .
‘ Y For updates on waste and recycling services

visit COVID-19 - Bins and recycling
(basingstoke.gov.uk)
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What Recycling Means to Us

We had an interesting conversation about recycling with Chris Hawkes at the outdoor village
market in 2020. There has been a lot of discussion about recycling of plastics and packaging
generally. It made us think about our role as manufacturers in the model hobby market and what
recycling means to us.

Of course, it means looking at recycling of packaging but it also means repairing, restoring and
refurbishing models rather than discarding them to the bin. Here are a few examples of how we
help modellers in this regard that might interest some of your readers:

Plastic modellers may want to repaint a model rather than throw it away and build a new one. We
have developed a paint stripper that is safe to use but also will not destroy the plastic
underneath. Clear plastic parts might get damaged and need replacing but these can be re-coated
and brought back to life by simply dipping the pieces into a new, safe, non-toxic liquid we've
developed.

But there are also many household uses for some of these products and again here are a few
examples. Why not repair broken acrylic mouldings inside your fridge and save buying
replacements that are often unattainable or extremely expensive using a specialist adhesive?
The same adhesive can be used to repair hard plastics for example, the casing of an expensive
garage door operator attached your key ring. Super glue on its own simply can't do some of these
jobs and be durable for the lifetime of the product.

A toy restorer come to us with a with a wooden toy riddled with woodworm and ask for help; the
mobile filler we gave him flowed right to the bottom of all the holes, was set and made the toy
stronger than it was originally and to bring joy to future owners.

We also have the glues for the plastics and rubbers that you need to repair for instance on a torn
tent fabric, the sole of your shoes or patch on your Wellington boots or the plastic football.

For any artists out there, we have a brush cleaner that can restore and extend the life of your
favourite brush removing hardened paint.

Yes the list goes on. Many of you have probably watch the Repair Shop on TV and we hope you
have been as inspired as we have.

As Chris Hawkes will remember we also had a discussion about replacing plastic in our packaging
and we had a big exercise last year to do just that moving to gloss printed cardboard. Well
worthwhile and one that we're going to continue into 2021. There is lot more to this than space
will allow but suffice to say ..we are a team of eight working in Cufaude Lane, Bramley, we are not
a retail shop but a local manufacturer exporting to over 45 countries.

John Bristow ~ Deluxe Materials Ltd
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Miscellqneous observations Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day.

Teach him how to fish, and he will sit in a boat

on modern life and drink lager all day.

As any member of a church committee will tell

o ‘ If I wanted to hear S
you, after all is said and done, there's a lot more the pitter-patter of M [ LE
said than done.

little feet, I'd put
I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I shoes on my caft.
learned that most people die of natural causes.
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Wild Winter Larders

The sight of your fridge or cupboards full after
a frip to the shops can be very satisfying, but
did you know humans aren't the only ones who
like to keep a well-stocked larder over the
winter months?

All sorts of animals have been seen hiding food
away, ready to eat in the depths of winter when
other food sources get scarce.

In the woods
Some of the first
animals that we might
think of when we hear
the words 'winter
larder' are squirrels.
These furry mammals
hide high-fat food ina
scattered fashion,
either burying their
hoard or stuffing it into
hollows in trees. Their
stash often includes

<

Under the ground THE o] J7+
Perhaps more unexpectedly, ./ lldl lfe
some British subterranean TRUSTS
species also keep food stores o5 pshire &
in winter. Moles keep stores  |gle of Wight
of earthworms at this time of \Wildlife Trust
year, in preparation for the
ground freezing and becoming too hard for them
to feed. A mole's storage method is rather
gruesome; they bite the heads off worms,
immobilising them and then
keep their meal in
chambers off their
tunnels. In areas where
flooding is likely the moles
might also store their prey
o in a 'fortress’ above
8 ground. Some worms have a
lucky escape, if they
haven't been eaten by the
time the weather warms
up, they can heal their

nutritious meals like
acorns and hazelnuts,

Jay on a branch © David Williams

heads and tunnel their way
out.

but red squirrels have

also been seen keeping fungi in dry spots
between branches to eat later. Squirrels hide so
much food in preparation for winter that they
inadvertently help woodlands o grow, with many
of the forgotten seeds germinating in spring.
Looking to our feathered friends, acorns are
also a firm favourite with jays. They cache their
food in a similar way to squirrels, scattering it
throughout the forest and often forgetting
some of the piles. If not buried or hidden well,
their stores may be eaten by mice before the
jays ever get the chance.

Potholes

Potholes have proliferated during the pandemic,
and they are still the top concern of nearly 40
percent of all drivers.

The pandemic slowed down the maintenance of
roads for many councils. A spokesman for the
Department for Transport said: “"We've

Helping wildlife stock up for winter can be really
simple. Putting out food for birds and letting
your garden grow wild, with log and rock piles
provides food and places for wildlife to wait out
the cold.
Claire Thorpe
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
strives to create a better future for wildlife
and wild places in our two counties.

Hampshire &
Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust
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Help wildlife where you live.
www.hiwwt.org.uk

committed £2.5 billion for local road repairs as
part of the biggest nationwide pothole
programme ever announced.”

But as a transport spokesman for the Local
Government Association said: “"Extra
government funding has helped, but our local
roads are deteriorating at a faster rate than
can be repaired by councils.”
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Here we conclude The Labours of Heracles written by Stephen Bibby - it was aimed at children of around 10
years old ... But has been enjoyed by all of us during the long months of lockdown.

The Labours of Heracles

The Twelfth Labour -

The Capture of Cerberus

King Eurystheus was now more determined than
ever to set a task which Heracles would find
impossible. This was his last chance to devise
something fiendishly and frighteningly difficult.

After a great deal of thought, he commanded
Heracles to capture the dog named Cerberus, which
guarded the gates of the Underworld. Many people
had heard tales of this creature. It was well known
that Cerberus possessed three heads. Around each
head, rather like a lion's mane, was coiled a fierce
serpent.

After being given this task Heracles felt very
sorrowful. He did not look forward to travelling to
the Underworld, a distant place deep in the earth
where the ghosts of the dead were believed to
exist.

Before he could be allowed both to travel to, and
return from, the land of the dead, it was necessary
for Heracles to take part in a secret ceremony
known as the Eleusinian Mysteries. Firstly he
sacrificed a sow to the goddess Persephone, Queen
of the Underworld, having washed it thoroughly in
a sacred river. Next he had to be purified by a
priest. He was blindfolded and then exposed to air,
fire and water. This was just the start. There were
many further rituals fo be observed but no one
knows exactly how they were carried out as all
taking part swore a strict oath of secrecy.

Although he was now ready to depart, Heracles was
still worried. He begged his father, Zeus, to help
him. Answering the anxious prayers from his son,
Zeus asked Athene to comfort Heracles. He also
sent Hermes, the messenger of the gods, o guide
him.

Led by Hermes, Heracles travelled to the banks of
the River Styx, which acted like a moat, separating
the land of the living from the Underworld. The
ferryman, Charon, who carried the dead across the
river into the Underworld, was waiting for him. So
worried was Heracles that he approached with a
terrible scowl upon his face. Charon had never met
anyone with such a terrifying expression and
trembled at the sight. Normally he demanded a coin
as his ferry charge, but Charon was so afraid of the
menacing appearance of Heracles that he dared not
ask for payment. This was the only time anyone
ever crossed the River Styx without paying!

Almost immediately Heracles stepped into the
Underworld he was scared that he would die. The
first thing he saw was the Gorgon, Medusa. Anyone
who looked on her face was immediately turned to
stone. But Hermes reassured him. He pointed out
that what Heracles was seeing was simply the ghost
of Medusa, who had been slain by Perseus. The
petrifying power of her eyes existed only while she
was alive.

Gazing down the dark passageways, Heracles saw
the ghosts of many famous people. He was
frequently distracted but, having been shown the
way by Hermes, he continued on his strange and
frightening journey. At last he found Hades, the
God of the Underworld, seated on his dark throne
with the goddess Persephone at his side.

Kneeling in front of Hades, Heracles explained why
he had been given ten Labours to carry out and why
King Eurystheus had given him two more. He begged
Hades to let him take Cerberus back to Eurystheus
and so bring the final Labour to a successful
conclusion.

Hades looked at him and said sternly, "Very well. I
will allow you to take the dog but on one condition."

Heracles  shuddered, expecting something
extremely difficult, He was relieved when Hades
spoke further.

"You must not use your club or your bow and
arrows," Hades announced.

By his side, Persephone nodded in agreement.

These were terms which posed no problem to a man
of strength. Heracles was happy to accept. He set
off again back through the dark passages of the
Underworld towards the set of gates near which
Cerberus was kept secure with chains.

As a guard dog Cerberus would wag his tail fo
welcome new arrivals to the Underworld. After all
they were stepping into the realm in which they
were o remain for eternity. But should unhappy
ghosts try to escape, Cerberus turned savage and
set about them, biting and snarling, his serpent
heads lashing out to attack them.

Keeping his promise, Heracles approached Cerberus
without weapons. Then, once he came close, he
reached out as if to pat the dog. But at the last
minute he thrust his strong hands towards the neck
of Cerberus and gripped it firmly. He squeezed
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upon the throat of the guard dog and held on. The
vicious serpents around the beast's head sprang at
Heracles, hissing and biting. But, as he had done
since the completion of his first Labour, Heracles
was wearing the thick, impenetrable skin of the
Nemean lion. Against this tough hide, serpent fangs
could make no impression. Still Heracles squeezed
upon the windpipe of Cerberus even though the dog
kicked and twisted. Tighter and tighter became his
grip until finally Cerberus choked and fell limp onto
the ground.

Taking care that he did not squeeze to the last
gasp, as his task was simply to capture the guard
dog of the Underworld, Heracles relaxed his grip.
Then he slung Cerberus over his back and hastened
to leave. With Hermes to guide him, Heracles left
the Underworld, once more crossing the River Styx
back to the land of the living and to safety.

King Eurystheus was amazed to see Heracles back
in his court. It was almost unheard of for someone
to return from the land of the dead. Being a
cowardly man, Eurystheus was also ferrified at the
sight of Cerberus. He trembled as each of the
dog's three heads snarled and the serpents around
its necks hissed menacingly. For the final time he
hid inside his bronze urn.

From there he shouted out to Heracles. He gave no
word of congratulation but begged Heracles to
return Cerberus to the underworld.

Heracles shouted back that he would do exactly
that. Then, with Cerberus still slung across his
shoulders, he insisted that King Eurystheus give
him a binding promise. The frightened king
immediately agreed and, shouting from his urn,
confirmed that Heracles had completed his tasks.

The Labours of Heracles were finally over.
Heracles' Later Life

After completion of his twelve Labours, Heracles
had many further adventures.

During one of these he decided to return to the
Augean Stables. He remained angry with King
Eurystheus who had decided that the fifth Labour
had not been properly carried out. He also remained
angry with King Augeias who had broken his promise
to hand over one tenth of his cattle.

Heracles took with him his brother, Iphicles, who
as a baby many years earlier, he had saved from
Hera's serpents. As Augeas still refused to keep
his promise, Heracles demanded that he abdicate
as king and hand his throne over to his son. When

Augeias did not agree, Heracles declared war on
him.

A short but fierce battle took place. In this
Heracles suffered a sad loss. Although Augeias was
overthrown and Heracles was victorious, Iphicles,
who was not immortal, perished. He was killed in the
fighting by a pair of fierce twins known as the
Moliones who, throughout their lives, were joined
together at the hip.

After this battle Heracles married once again. In
time his wife, Deianira, bore two children.

In his life with Deianira, Heracles enjoyed much
happiness and also much sadness. At one point he
suffered from another fit of madness and, while
deranged, killed a guest at his dinner table. For this
he was banished and had to travel far away from his
home. In the course of his wanderings he was drawn
into many fights and displayed many feats of
strength.

Heracles also joined a band of warriors brought
together by another famous Greek hero, Jason.
Their task was to bring back the Golden Fleece
from Colchis. The heroes sailed on a ship nhamed the
Argo and, taking their name from the ship, were
called Argonauts. It was while travelling on this
voyage that Jason found the few remaining birds
who had escaped when Heracles cleared them from
the River Stymphalia during his sixth Labour.

Sadly towards the end of his life on earth Heracles
suffered great pain. Deianira had woven a colourful
new robe for him to wear. Over this she poured
what she had been told was a love potion. But the
liquid was poisonous. I't burnt Heracles' skin so that
he cried out and writhed in agony. The only release
for him was the destruction of his mortal remains.
His men built an enormous funeral pyre which
consumed his body, scarred and scored by the
poison. His spirit flew up o Mount Olympus where
he lived for ever with his father Zeus and the
other gods.

The stories of the Twelve Labours became known
all over ancient Greece and the name Heracles
became famous. Eventually the tales were written
down which is why they are known and retold to this
day.

Stephen Bibby

Thank you very much to Stephen for sharing his
retelling of Heracles with us all.

If you have enjoyed this series, head over to
Amazon to see other books by Stephen for both
adults and children.
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The Importance of a Clutter-Free Home

As we continue to live through these unusual times, many of us are increasingly appreciative of
the importance of our home environment. What was once our solace from the outside world, has
become our everything; our workplace, our school, even our restaurant and our cinema. We wake,
eat, work, teach, learn, and entertain ourselves and our family within these four walls. It is no
surprise then, that during lockdown the sales of home improvement products have soared, with
many of us choosing to spruce up this space in which we are spending the best part of 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. Indeed, this makes a great deal of sense considering the profound impact
our homes can have on our mental wellbeing. But it's not just about the décor, we also need to be
mindful of how we manage our 'stuff'.

According to a recent study, which measured peoples' general well-being (to see how clutter
might be affecting their lives) a cluttered home is a stressful home. There was also found to be a
link between procrastination and clutter problems (not good for home-working or home-schooling)
in all the age groups. In older adults, problems with clutter were also associated with life
dissatisfaction. These findings are just some highlights of the evidence that clutter can
negatively impact our mental well-being. No less worrisome, clutter has also been found to induce
a physiological response - including increased levels of cortisol, the stress hormone - and I think
it's fair to say that the last thing any of us need right now is an increase in stress levels!

In short, evidence points towards the importance of a less cluttered living space for both mental
and physiological health. So, how can we effectively declutter our homes, and make the most of
the space we have? Here are my 'top tips':

* Start with just five minutes a day - you'll be amazed at what you can achieve

* Have four bags or boxes, label them 'keep', 'donate’, 'recycle’, 'dispose’. Whether
decluttering for 5 minutes a day, or all day long, just add to them as you go - even if you
donate (or if it can't be helped, disposed of) just one item each day, that's 365 pieces of
clutter gone in a year!

* Inyour wardrobe, place all hangers in the reverse direction, then when you have worn an
item, furn the hanger around as you put it back. After 6 months review those items with
the hook facing you, if you haven't worn it ... do you still need it?

* Write down what you would like to do with a cluttered area. Perhaps you've always wanted
a nice reading nook near a window, but never had the space cleared. If you have an
aspiration for a space, you will be more motivated to de-clutter it.

* Take 'before' and 'after' photographs, this way you will see what you have achieved, and
this will likely spur you on to achieve more de-cluttered spaces around your home

If you need help organising your space, or reducing clutter, or if you have a hoarding disorder, or
suffer from chronic disorganisation, niah professional organisers can help. Donna (hiah's founder)
would love to hear from you and can be contacted on 0750 7783652, or at
donna@niahprofessionalorganisers.com. For more information, and more helpful resources on
reducing clutter visit www.niahprofessionalorganisers.com

Donna Bartlett
Professional Organiser
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Basingstoke & District Disability Forum

Basingstoke & District Disability Forum (BDDF) are excited to announce the dates for the next
Chineham and Sherfield Park Scarecrow Trail Summer 2021! Last year's event was hugely
popular and raised vital funds for BDDF. Noting we have taken the feedback onboard to run over
a longer period, the event will take place over the first week of the school holidays, 24t to 30t
July 2021, with map sales available over the first weekend.

Please look out for details on our Facebook page on how to vote for this year's theme and how to
sigh up to be an entrant which will open later in the year.

We would welcome volunteers to help with the planning, organisation and execution of the event.
A virtual meeting will take place on Thursday 18 February at 7pm. If you have skills to offer or
time available to help us run this event, or simply a passion to get stuck in, please get in touch!

BDDF's services. Our weekly seated exercise for mobility and wellbeing: and Friday Teabreak
club; are both free and take place online. Our Walking Club will resume once it is safe for us to do
so; as will our courses to help people use their personal IT devices. If you are interested in
registering for any of these activities, please get in touch.

Disability Awareness Event. BDDF are preparing to host our annual Disability Information &
Awareness Day virtually this year. If you are a charity who would like to be represented at this
online event; or if you are a key speaker on issues affecting disabled people because of Covid.

Disability Signposting Services. Have a disability related issue or question? Don't know which
way to turn? We will do our best to point you in the right direction, just let us know.

Get in touch & Keep up to date. Please get in touch with regards to any of our updates via email
info@bddf.org.uk or via Facebook Messenger.

We offer regular newsletters via email, paper version is available by post if you do not have
internet access. To be added to our postal mailing list please call 01256 423869 leaving your home
address, name & telephone number.

Information on all our free services are updated regularly on our social media and website. Keep
up to date by liking our page on Facebook @BDDForum, Insta @BasingstokeDisabilityForum via
our website www.bddf.org.uk, or fweet us @BDDForum.

Amanda, Sarah, Ani & the team of Trustees

AR TS DRI DRI DR ITS DR >

What we want during the pandemic

What have men and women been thinking about during the pandemic? According to recent data
from the Office for National Statistics (ONS), men have been preoccupied with takeaway food
and pints, while women have been keeping in touch with their friends.

In a study on the social impact of coronavirus, the ONS found that women are only half as likely
to leave home for a takeaway or drinks, and much more likely to go out in order to meet a friend.
Women are also far more likely to form a lockdown support bubble and to adhere to government
advice than men.
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Planning ~ December 2020

Planning Applications for Consideration

20/02943/FUL - Haskers Farm, Clappers Farm Road, Silchester
1 |[Conversion of garage and stores to 1 bedroom dwelling to provide
accommodation for retirees, associated landscaping and access

20/03091/TENO - Existing BT Pole THSCR 7 00 On Grass Verge Off
2 |Footway Of Little London Road, The Common, Silchester
Installation of 1 no. antenna and 1 no. equipment cabinet

T/00537/20/TPO - 2 The Butts Silchester RG7 2QD

3 T1 - Norway Maple: fell.

20/03286/TWRN - 26 Hydes Platt, Silchester, Reading, RG7 2PU
4 )

2 Oak trees: prune back.
5 20/03285/TWRN - 27 Hydes Platt Silchester, Reading, RG7 2PU

Fell 1 Oak. Prune back 1 Beech.

Approvals/Refusals/Withdrawals*

20/01674/FUL - Wood Farm, Ash Lane, Silchester, RG7 2NH
1 |Formation of a ground source heat pump and pipeline - Wood Farm Ash Lane
Silchester R67 2NH

No Objection
Granted

20/02481/HSE - Mynet House, Little London Road, Silchester, RG7 2PR
2 |Ground floor rear and first floor side extension creating additional day room,
ensuite and dressing room

No Objection
Granted

T/00489/20/TCA - Culhams Farm House, Little London Road, Silchester

T1 - Weeping Willow Tree. Tree has a large hazard beam crack in lowest limb
overhanging Firth Close, presenting a H&S risk to pedestrians & parked cars
in Firth Close from limb failure. To reduce back the lowest limb to
appropriate point fo remove the hazard beam. To reduce the whole crown by
approx. 4m to create a pollard leaving a finished height of 15-16m with a No Objection
crown spread (radius) of 15-16m. T2 - Sycamore Tree. To section fell to Raise no objection
ground level, due to this specimen's proximity to the weeping willow (T1). T3
- Scots Pine Tree To section fell to ground level. Tree is a poor specimen as
its growth has been suppressed by its proximity to T1 & T2. T4 - Beech
hedge To reduce to approx height 3.6m above ground level and create a level
hedge.

20/02248/LDEU - Silchester House, Holly Lane, Silchester, RG7 2NA
4 |Certificate of Lawfulness for the existing use as mixed use residential
dwelling, wedding venue and conference centre

No Objection
6ranted

Notifications®

1 [None

Pending Applications™

20/01998/GPDE - 36 Dukes Ride, Silchester RG7 2PY
1 |Erection of a single storey rear extension (permitted development
notification) - 36 Dukes Ride Silchester Reading Hampshire RG7 2PY

No Objection
Awaiting Decision

T/00557/20/TCA - The White House, Little London Road, Silchester

2 1. Fell approx 30 Leylandii. 2. Fell 1 Leylandii. No Objection
20/02749/FUL - The Calleva Arms The Common Silchester RG7 2PH .
3 |a temporary erection of a marquee in the existing pub garden No Objection

20/02343/FUL - Macartneys The Common Silchester RG7 2NS
4 |Retention of existing building (to be used as a games room and ancillary home No Objection
office) and change of use of the land back to residential

* Objections/no objections listed are the opinion of Silchester Parish Council only, and do not reflect any
submissions placed by members of the public or other bodies with Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council.
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Planning ~ January 2021

Planning Applications for Consideration

20/03222/FUL - White Bungalow Ash Lane Silchester RG7 2NL

Erection of 3 no.dwellinghouses following the demolition of existing bungalow
and associated structures and change of use from recycling yard to
residential use

20/03264/FUL - Brookside 6range Bramley Road Silchester RG7 2LN
Erection of a lifetime home with bin store/cycle shed

20/03498/GPDAG - Silchester Farm Little London Road Silchester RG7 2PS
Notification of proposed change of use of an agricultural building into
flexible commercial use building for Silchester Farm weddings and community
use events, potentially including a café outside of weddings and events taking
place (permitted development notification)

Approvals/Refusals/Withdrawals*

20/01998/GPDE - 36 Dukes Ride, Silchester RG7 2PY
Erection of a single storey rear extension (permitted development
notification) - 36 Dukes Ride Silchester Reading Hampshire RG7 2PY

No Objection
6ranted

20/02749/FUL - The Calleva Arms The Common Silchester RG7 2PH
A temporary erection of a marquee in the existing pub garden

No Objection
Granted

20/03091/TENO - Existing BT Pole THSCR 7 00 On Grass Verge Off
Footway Of Little London Road, The Common, Silchester
Installation of 1 no. antenna and 1 no. equipment cabinet

Objection
Raise no objection

T/00557/20/TCA - The White House, Little London Road, Silchester
1. Fell approx 30 Leylandii. 2. Fell 1 Leylandii.

No Objection
Raise no objection

Notifications*

None

Pending Applications™

20/02343/FUL - Macartneys The Common Silchester RG7 2NS
Retention of existing building (to be used as a games room and ancillary home
office) and change of use of the land back to residential

No Objection

20/02943/FUL - Haskers Farm, Clappers Farm Road, Silchester
Conversion of garage and stores fto 1 bedroom dwelling to provide
accommodation for retirees, associated landscaping and access

No Objection

T/00537/20/TPO - 2 The Butts Silchester RG7 2QD
T1 - Norway Maple: fell.

No Objection

20/03286/TWRN - 26 Hydes Platt, Silchester, Reading, RG7 2PU
2 Oak trees: prune back.

No Objection

20/03285/TWRN - 27 Hydes Platt Silchester, Reading, RG7 2PU
Fell 1 Oak. Prune back 1 Beech.

No Objection

* Objections/no objections listed are the opinion of Silchester Parish Council only, and do not reflect any
submissions placed by members of the public or other bodies with Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council.

Eyesight

The doctor replied: "Just how much farther do you want to see?”
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A man went fo his doctor to say that his eyesight was getting worse. The doctor asked the man to
look out the window and to tell him what he saw. "I see the sun,” the man replied.
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All in the month of February

It was:

200 years ago, on 23" Feb 1821 that John
Keats, the poet, died of tuberculosis, aged 25.

125 years ago, on 1st Feb 1896 that the
premiere of Giacomo Puccini's opera La boheme,
took place in Turin, Italy.

75 years ago, on 11* Feb 1946 that The
Revised Standard Version of the New
Testament was published. It was the first major
English-language update of the Bible since the
King James version published in 1611.

70 years ago, on 27 Feb 1951 that the 22nd
Amendment to the US Constitution was ratified.
It limits the President to no more than two
terms in office.

65 years ago, on 11t Feb 1956 that two
members of the Cambridge spy ring, British
diplomats Guy Burgess and Donald Maclean,
announced that they had defected to the Soviet
Union. They had both vanished in mysterious
circumstances in 1951,

50 years ago, on 15" Feb 1971 that the UK's
currency was decimalised.

40 years ago, on 24" Feb 1981 that Buckingham
Palace announced the engagement of Prince
Charles and Lady Diana Spencer.

30 years ago, on 28" Feb 1991 that the Gulf
War ended at midnight when a ceasefire came
into effect.

25 years ago, on 15™ Feb 1996 that the oil
tanker Sea Empress ran aground near Milford
Haven, Wales, causing a major oil spill along the
coastlines of Wales and Ireland.

20 years ago, on 19t Feb 2001 that the first
case of foot-and-mouth disease in the 2001 UK
outbreak was detected at an abattoir in Essex.
The EU subsequently banned all British meat,
milk and livestock exports.

10 years ago, on 22" Feb 2011 that the
Canterbury earthquake in New Zealand took
place. 185 people were killed and up to 2,000
injured., and there was widespread damage
across the city.

5 years ago, on 14™h Feb 2016 that the movie
The Revenant won five BAFTA awards, including
Leonardo DiCaprio as '‘Best Actor in a Leading
Role'.

The Parochial Church Council accepts no
responsibility for opinions expressed by individuals
within this publication.

The Parochial Church Council does not endorse
claims that are made by advertisers within this
publication.

Advertising in the
Silchester Magazine

If you have a business, or service to offer to
others, you should consider advertising in the
Silchester Magazine.

If you feel you would like to advertise on our
Yellow Pages, get in touch with me before the
copy date of the 13*h of the month.

Our annual rates (for 11 issues) are:-
1/12 page 8.5cm x 4cm £50
1/8 page 85cm x 6cm  £60
1/6 page 8.5cm x 7.75cm £73
1/4 page 8.5cm x 12.25cm £100
1/2 page 18cm x 12.25cm £180

Please contact Nancy at

advertisers@silchester.orqg

oron 0118 9700546

for more information

Monthly rates from March 2021 are:
1/12 page - £17; 1/8 page - £20;
1/6 page - £23; 1/4 page - £30
We try to attract advertisements for most of the
trades and services you may require so please
keep your magazine near the telephone or
computer and use it as a local directory.

The revenue from the sale of advertising space
helps significantly in keeping down the cost of the
magazine.

Would you like to subscribe to
this magazine?
Contact: Nancy Jones, Distribution Manager,
details as above.
Subscription to the magazine is now £8 per
annum for 11 issues. Seniors are £5.

Copy should be sent to
editor@silchester.orqg

The deadline for submissions is the 13t of each
month and should be carefully adhered to.

COPYRIGHT :

Please note that all articles and photographs must be
signed or attributed to the author, otherwise it may nof|

be possible to include them due to copyright.
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Useful Local Telephone Numbers

THE PARISH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, SILCHESTER

Rector
Resident Priest

Churchwarden
Assistant Wardens

Vice Chairman
Honorary Treasurer
Deanery Synod

Gift Aid Secretaries
PCC Secretary

Church Electoral Roll Officer

Organist

THE METHODIST CHURCH
Minister

Church Secretary

Local Methodist Contact
Methodist Hall Hire

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Parish Priest

Parish Secretary
SILCHESTER MAGAZINE
Editors
Distribution/Printing &
Advertising Managers

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS

Bell Ringers, St Mary's

Friendship Circle Coffee Mornings

Sow & Grow
LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Phoenix Club

Calleva Women's Institute

The Revd Richard Harlow

The Revd Rob Young

0118 981 4860
E mail: richard73harlow@aol.com

0118 970 0884

E mail: robwyoungl01@gmail.com

Sandra Speight
Veronica Picton
Richard Eldridge
Em Paddick Wilsdon
Richard Fletcher
Richard Eldridge
vacant post

Richard and Sheila Fletcher
Colin Hunt

Heidi Williams
Henry Peat

Revd Dr Ruth Midcalf
Angela Hiscock

Kathy Evans

Lynda Kennedy

0118 970 0570
0118 981 5782
0118 970 0744
0118 970 0542
0118 970 0633
0118 970 0744

0118 970 0633
0118 970 0726
0118 970 1299
07711 651111

0118 970 0139
01256 850432
0118 970 1234
0118 981 2785

- PARISH OF ST MICHAEL'S, TADLEY

Rev. Patrick Tansey

0118 981 4572

Barbara Davis E mail: Tadley@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

John & Claire Richardson
Nancy & Marsden Jones

Ian Roulstone
Heather Cole
Rosemary Lister

Ann-Marie Dalton
Jan Hughes
Valerie Hudson

Richard Hyde Charity, Secretary to the Trustees, Helen Morgan

Silchester Give and Take Group

Silchester Association

Silchester Welcomers' Group

Silchester Players
Silchester Cricket Club
Silchester Football Club
Loddon Valley Lions

RNLI (Lifeboats) Tadley Branch

Macmillan Cancer Support

Helen Morgan/
Rosemary Evans

Jan Hughes
Tim Oliver
Paul Hearn
Paul Evans
Ian Hellem
Jack Shovel
Virginia Budd

E mail: editor@silchester.org

0118 970 0546

E mail: nancy@silchester.org

01256 881010
0118 970 0469
0118 970 2219

0118 970 0627
0118 970 0416
0118 933 2870
0118 970 1055
0118 970 1055
0118 970 1070
secretary@silchester.org
0118 970 0416
0118 981 9134
0118 982 1405
0118 970 1293
0118 970 0147
0118 970 0992
01256 850239
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CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE
Tuesday Club: Babies & Toddlers

Rainbow Guides

Brownies

Guides, 1st Silchester
Scouts - Aged 6-17

Scouts - Adult Volunteers
Tadley / Calleva Boys Football
Dancing

Air Cadets - Tadley

EDUCATION
Cherry Trees Pre-school

Silchester CE (Aided) Primary School
Silchester School PTA

The Hurst Community College, Baughurst

HEALTH
Doctors

Dentists
Opticians

Chemists

LOCAL SERVICES

Silchester Parish Council Clerk
Parish Footpath Officer

Local Borough Councillor

Local Borough Councillor
County Councillor

Police

Local Officer

Library

Village Hall and Club Room
Secretary

Village Market

Dial-A-Ride Community Transport
Age Concern

Hospice Shops

Helping Hands - Community Shop
Citizens Advice

Swimming

Buses

Catharine Smither

Kirstie Jones - Kirstiejonesb@btinternet.com

Della Raven

0784 123 7333

0118 970 1481
0118 9701627

info@silchesterscouts.org.uk

info@silchesterscouts.org.uk

Tim Spagg
Daphne Bennett

Amanda Davies

Headteacher : Kathryn Williams
Vicky Rodd (Secretary)

Holmwood Health Centre, Tadley
Morland Surgery, New Road, Tadley
The Surgery, Mortimer

Oaktree Dental Practice, West End Road, Mortimer

Leightons Tadley

Optimum Vision Clinic

Holmwood Pharmacy, Franklin Avenue
Morland Pharmacy, 40 New Road, Tadley
Thornhill Pharmacy, Mortimer
Sainsbury's, Tadley

Chris Gunnell

Clare Payne

Roger Gardiner

Simon Mahaffey

Rhydian Vaughan
REPORTING AN INCIDENT

Emma Page - emma.page@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

Tadley Library
Bookings : Vivienne Hartshorn

0118 9815674
0118 983 2638
0118 981 9186

07833 547810

0118 9700256
0118 970 1880

0118 9817474

0118 9814166
0118 981 6661
0118 933 2436
0118 933 3121
0118 9812250
0118 9810267
0118 9811984
0118 982 0157
0118 933 2373
0118 981 3572

07470809086
0118 970 0524
0118 970 1109

07712 695476
101

0118 9814602
0118 970 0940

secretary@silchestervillagehall.org.uk

Paula Gibbons: info@silchestervillagemarket.org.uk 0118 970 0999

Chute House, Church St, Basingstoke
Chineham Shopping Centre

Mulfords Hill, Tadley

Franklin Avenue, Tadley

Franklin Avenue, Tadley

Tadley Swimming Pool

Hampshire Bus Company

01256 462101
01256 840553
01256 331888
0118 982 0888
07527137778
03444111306
0118 9817818
01256 464501
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K.G.MATTHEWS
CARPENTER

LOCKS, DOORS

KITCHENS, BEDROOMS

SELF-ASSEMBLY UNITS
ALTERATIONS &

REFURBISHMENTS
tadleycarpenters@aol.com
www.tadleycarpenters.co.uk

CALL KEN ON
(0118) 9815515

How Do You...?
Let Local people know about

Your Business 22?2
Advertise here in the

Silchester
Magazine
contact the Advertising Manager:

Advertisers@Silchester.org

Y- > McGee's ég?
Mutts an

Dog Care Services

* Fully Insured
* DBS Checked
* Puppy Care * First Aid Trained

James@McGeesMutts.co.uk
07879012880 n@ @McGeesMutts

* Solo & Group Walks
*Pop-in Visits

DRUM LESSONS

Professional musician/teacher/author
Drum teacher since 2003
Playing drums since 1987

DBS enhanced certified
Teaching all ages and abilities
Contact: John Lezana 07947728686
John.Lezanal@btinternet.com
www.johnlezana.com

G

G sievewright
W_ PLASTERING
Mobile: 07511054734 Home: 01184666676
Email: gwsplastering@gmail.com
www.gw-sievewright-plastering.co.uk
All aspects of Internal and External plastering works
An Established Professional Plastering Service

BRIAN NASH

Tree Surgeons &
Hedge Maintenance
plus
All Types of Fencing
25 years experience

Free Quotation
and Advice

Telephone
0118 9700525
Or 24 hours
07414793015

M&M Printers

Ash Parlk Business Centre
Ash Lane, Little London
Basingstoke. RG26 5FL

Design, Business
& Social Stationery

creallng am thapression for you £ your business

01256 881875

mandmprinters.co.uk
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Flat Roofing

15 year guarantee on all high performance felts
also tiling and lead repairs

Phone Bradfield 0118 9744701 or 07880930958
eddylaming@hotmail.co.uk

39 years experience

®@ OAKEY TREE
S ER Y 1 CE B

¢ N.P.T.C and R.F.S QUALIFIED TREE SURGEONS -

Our highly-trained and friendly team is available for:

CROWN REDUCTION ¢« CROWN LIFTING
DEADWOOD REMOVAL + THINNING
DISMANTLING < FELLING

HEDGE REDUCTION « HEDGE CUTTING

FENCING -
SEASONED FIREWOOD -

‘A reliable and regular service offered’
FREE ESTIMATES
TEL: MORTIMER 0118 9331346 « MOBILE: 07753 985121
* email: info@oakeytreeservices.co.uk ¢

GRASS CUTTING
WOOD CHIPS

* www.oakeytreeservices.co.uk * "“%'PTC
Rodiance gwg.\g.\ N N T ETE
hair and beauty ’" %\
® Fudge & Joico Stockists Contact ! i ﬁ}
® Dermalogica Facials
* HD Brovs 01189 700740 or ; G —@)
® |PL Hair Removal 07881 783867
® |PL Acne / Wrinkle Treatments s
® Laser Tattoo Removal fﬁ% .
® Fake Bake Tanning -
® Eye Lash Extensions S uJ SOHS

® Eye Lash/Brow Tinting/Shaping
® Wax Treatments J

® Gel Manicure / Pedicure Treatments / B |
® Advanced Electrolysis y’
® Skin Tag/ Thread Vein Treatment f‘
® Gift Vouchers Available 4
Radiance hair and beauty
18a Pamber Heath Road
Pamber Heath | Hampshire | RG26 3TG
email: hello@radiance-hairandbeauty.co.uk
web: www.radiance-hairandbeauty.co.uk

em Building Contractors

N % Extensions * Alterations *
»* New Build * Garden Walls *

* Driveways *

RN

Q"

33955333339

) * Mini Digger Hire *
Iél %h Teleph 01256 880133 b
. . PN
Advertise o eephone b
€ Q"J Mobile : 07778 565 030  »
Advertisers@Silchester.org 0 s s s s s s s e s s s s s Q
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4 | " Weusea .pu;g @ach and wash system which_gllows lean ewhe most dtﬁ‘ica‘lf‘wmdows —
CL§ >~ We also offer the llowmgserslces - — - -
~—t— 7 e ™™= - T =~  VWindows Cleaned Inside" - =€ ,_ - -
= - - - Conservatory Roofs Cleaned e L e
- S T T = Guttering Cleared and Cleaned ™™ _ — i
— = — fits & Fascias Cl¢aned e e e - il N
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J.C. M.
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

Carpentry & Joinery

Specialising in Domestic, Equestrian, Agricultural,
Period, General Building, Kitchen Fitting &
Bespoke Joinery

Tel: 07767771090
Email:jcmconstruct@yahoo.co.uk

MJ Landscapes

* Fencing ¢ Patios * Paving
* Hedge & Grass Cutting
* Turfing * Decking

Contact Chris for a no obligation quote

Chris J Dalton Silchester 0118 9700627
Mobile 07754568284

2 2 G A i Al s
Graham Lemm

&

&

% Painter & Decorator

% Over 30 Years Experience

£  City & Guilds Craft/ Adv. Craft
11 Hydes Platt, Silchester

%Tel :0118 9701024 umf\

22 Mobile: 07899086773
Email: graham1871@hotmail.co.uk

FEEEF EEY Y EEY Y EEFFF %ﬁ%ﬁ

%&M&M&%&m&&m

01256 477198

www.benwheelerpianos.co.uk

.. the piano specialists

Piano sales: new & used o

Piano tuning and repair

Piano removals »

Piano stools and accessories

- Pianos

&> Forever Treasore &0

Handcrafted Fine Silver Keepsakes

Call: 07970 447163 Facebook: ForeverTreasureUk

Instagram: ForeverTreasvreUk

Why not Advertise Here?

contact the Advertising Manager:
Advertisers@Silchester.org

| y
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Bo Peep’s
Day Nursery

OFSTED RATED
OUTSTANDING

e Places for children 3 months to 5 years

¢ Quality sessions or Day Care available
¢ Qualified and experienced staff ;

e Open 51 weeks of the year from 7.30am - 6pm
Call us on:

0118 9810805

info@bopeepsdaynursery.co.uk
& .

The Old Coach House,
Church Road, Tadley,
Hants. RG26 3AU

) )] ) A ) A ) A )] ) ) A ] ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) )] )
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3rd Generation
family owned
and run Funeral
Directors and
Monumental
Masons

\Our family
serving your family
for over 55 years

24 Hours
380 Worting Road

Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165

Girl Florist on site)

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY

01256 761717

Trading Standards approved

Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com
rTf’ www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

Tranquil Beauty Clinic

Advanced skin treatments, hair removal &
beauty with mature & experienced therapists

Advanced Skin Treatments

A range of treatments that significantly reduce lines
& wrinkles, rejuvenate skin texture and increase
firmness with Microdermabrasion, Cryo-cooled
Oxygen, Hyaluronic Serum and Microchanneling.
See before & after pictures of our Real Results on
the website

BOOK A FREE SKIN CONSULTATION

Skin Blemishes
Quick removal of Skin Tags, Thread Veins, Milia &
Angioma’s in just one treatment

Hair Removal
Strip and hot waxing (Lycon) and Electrolysis hair
removal

Beauty
OPI polish and Shellac gel manicures and pedicures,
Brow and Lash tints, Lash Lift, Crystal Clear facials

To book, call 01256 885012 or online at
www.TranquilBeauty.co.uk

4 Granary Court Stratfield Saye RG7 2DL

® Extensions and Alterations

® Bathroom and Kitchen Re-fit
® Hard Landscaping

® Roof Repairs and Re-pointing
® No job too small

For a Free Quote
Please contact Chris Edwards
Deerhurst, School Lane, Silchester
0118 9700674 or 07799401585
chrised_wards@hotmail.com

LOCAL BUSINESS — SILCHESTER - SINCE 2005
% Property Maintenance

% Landscaping Projects

“* Drives, Paving, Brickwork
% Pressure Washing

= % Garden & Livestock Fencing
+% General Handyman Jobs

HOME & GARDEN,, ** Decking & Woodwork

Property Maintenance

** Garden Maintenance

Allan Watson @ ©

07751124165 - homeandgardenproperty@gmail.com

M.J.WHITFORD

Garden Maintenance
All types of work undertaken
Pruning, Topping, Hedge Trimming,
Grass Cutting. Weeding, Fencing,
Garden Clearance
' All rubbish removed

Garden Machinery

Service and Repairs
Lawn Mowers, Hedge Cutters

Chain-Saws and all garden machinery.

I will collect & deliver to your home

Pensioner Discount

o Mobile : 07946 855463
Home : 0118 9701662

%‘* i
o




. RADIATORS & CONDENSERS

15% DISCOUNT
FOR ALL

READERS

BODY PANELS & LIGHTING .

O.E. NISSAN JUKE AND QASHQAI
GREEN/RECYCLED PARTS .

TOOLS, OVENS & EQUIPMENT

K

O118 9817 555

UNIT 1, YOUNGS IND. EST, PAICES HILL, ALDERMASTON, RG7 4PW

BATTERIES & CHARGERS

STARTERS & ALTERNATORS

NUTS & BOLTS

TRIM CLIPS & RACKING

BULBS, CRIMPS & FUSES

e  ALL BRANDS OF TINTERS e  SHEET STEEL & ANGLE IRON
. MIPA MIXING SCHEMES e VALETING RANGE (SILICON
Mon to Fri MIXED SOLVENT & WATER BASED e
8am to 6.00pm PAINTS . OILS & LUBRICANTS
Saturday
9am to 3pm e«  BODYSHOP CONSUMABLES . WELDING WIRE & EQUIPMENT

. TOWBARS

. BEACONS AND LIGHTBARS

www.berkshirepartsandpanels.co.uk
enquiry@berkshirepartsandpanels.co.uk

BEST OF FLOORING

Laying down a good reputation

Suppliers & Installers of
* Wood Flooring

» Laminate Flooring
* Underfloor Heating
* Carpets & Vinyls

* Amtico

Home Sample Service Available
Free Estimates & Expert Advice

Unit 3 Cufaude Business Park,
Cufaude Lane, Bramley, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG26 5DL

Showroom Open Saturdeay 10am-1pm

Tel: 01256 810327

www.bestofflooring.co.uk

Email: sales @bestofflooring.co.uk

Checkatrade.com ﬁ

WHY NOT ADVERTISE\\L‘
WITH US?

| Contact the Advertising Manager:
i / Advertisers@Silch&ter.org

End of the road

& _k for your vehicle?
Responsible drivers scrap their vehicles
at an Authorised Treatment Facility (ATF).
Because only an ATF can legally scrap a vehicle.
That means any pollutants will be made safe
before it's recycled in an environmentally

friendly way.

What’s more, for certain types of vehicles you'll get
a DVLA approved Certificate of Destruction (CoD).
A CoD proves that the ATF has told DVLA your
vehicle has been scrapped and so is no longer your
responsibility. www.direct.gov.uk/motoring

VEHICLE RECYCLING SPECIALISTS
UP TO £400 PAID FOR SCRAP CARS CALL FOR THE BEST PRICE

FREE COLLECTION

Environment Agency Licenced Site Number: WML 86211

0118 971 4417 www.pvr.uk.ccy
Wrays Farm, Rag Hill, Aldermaston, Berkshire, RG7 4NY
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Abinger Joinery (Windows, Doors & Staircases)................. B
Accountants (EdmMonds) ........cccoeveverenenenenenenennennes I Back
Apollo Satellite & Aerial SErvices .......cceveveereenereenennnennes E
Ash Brook Funeral Directors .........coccoevenenrenennennennennes I Back
B.D. Carpentry.....ccccccceevereenienieneeieneeneeeeseeesreeee e A
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Ben Wheeler Pianos (Sales, Repair & Tuning).........cccevenee. I
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Building Services - C E...cccoocovivinininininenenenieneneneneeneenees J
Cabinet Maker (Samuel L Beckett) ........cccoovvvevveeieenieennenns D
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Hall Rental (Silchester Methodist Church) ..........ccccvevenneeee. D
Home & Garden Property Maintenance - Allan Watson....... J
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McGee's Mutts - Dog Care Services .......cooeecvereenerveneenienne G
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Orchard Plumbing & Heating .........ccoceveverenenienenenenennens C
P. Cooper (Plumbing & Heating) .........ccccevevveneenenveneenienne A
Painter & Decorator (Graham Lemm)........ccccoevererenvenennenn I
Painter & Decorator (Jacki Whitehouse) .......cccceevvveeveennnnns D
PC Help To You (Computer SUpport)........coeeerververervereennene F
Phillips Solicitors

Pilates Classes ..............

Plastering (GW Sievewright)........cccceveeveinenieneenenieneeiene G
PVR (Vehicle Recycling) ......coceovevevienenienenenenienieneneneennens K
Radiance Hair & Beauty ........ccccooeevievieneinenienceniccieneeee H
Rainbow Double Glazing..........cocevveverenenenenenennennen O Back
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Residential Lettings - SImmons & SONs .......ccccoeveverenennns B
Roofing Services - P.J. Smith.......coccoociviininiiniiniiinceee A
Rowberry Morris SOCItOrS ...c..evveververienrenienieieienieeenne I Front
Silchester Village Hall (For Hire) ......ccocoevevieninniniencnnenne. E
Spencer & Peyton (Funeral Directors) ......c.cooveverververeeneeneennes J
Spratley’s of Mortimer (Vehicle Servicing & Autocare)..... A
T.G. Turner (Plumbing & Heating)

T.P. Monger (Tree Surgeon).........coceveevvereenierseeneenienns
Tadley Cars - Private Hire ........coccoeverennenene

The Home Chef .......cccooviiiiiiniiiiiiececcecenne

Tidy Time Services (Cleaning & Housekeeping)................. B
Tranquil Beauty ClNIC.......coccevieniriirieneeieneeneeeseeieeee e J
UPVC Expert (Windows & Doors Repaired)........cccveeeeenee. D
Window Cleaning - Clean & Easy ......cccccoocevvieveeniniencenene L
Window Cleaning Services (Basingstoke).........cc.ccecveveennenne H

Please support our Advertisers
They support us!

Clean & Easy

Utilising a water fed telescopic pole system,
using filtered and demineralised water,

Window Cleaningg \ ensuring a crystal clear, streak free clean

¢ Windows, frames and sills cleaned on every visit

¢ Fully insured and professional service at a genuinely ¢
¢ Year round service

+ Attention to detail

+ No job too big or small, both domestic and commercial
¢ Friendly / Reliable / Honest

For a free quote or more information,
please contact Tony on:
Mobile: 07397 385 166
Office: 0118 933 1306
Email: cleanandeasy123@gmail.com

ompetitive price

Offering a
10% discount
to all customers
responding to this
Silchester Magazine
advert

Find us on Facebook, check out our 5% reviews




ASH BROOK

THE HOME CHEF THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS
Tel: 0118 982 1111

Breakfast, Brunch, Lunch, Canapés, 24 hour dedicated helpline
Fine Dining, Parties & Picnics

Take the stress out of entertaining in the
comfort of your own home.

“Amazing food, beantifully prepared”

“4 wonderful dining experience” TADLEY’S ONLY INDEPENDENT
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“The food was delicions and such good valne” Proprietor Terina Dance Dip.F.D. MBIFD

TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED

28 Mulfords Hill, Tadley, RG26 3JE

Peter Allison, Diploma in Culinary Arts WWW. ashbrookfunerals.co uk
(M): 07725 757 847 _

(E): petergallison@hotmail.com

Ny Our family serving
YAl your family always

Edmonds Accountancy

/"’H‘_._

//v;ww.edmonds~accoumancy.co.uk

Free Consultations, Fixed Fees
and a Friendly Local Team.

A FRESH approach to your accountancy needs

We can help you now with:

Limited Companies and ¢ Business Start-ups and
Partnerships Company Formations
Individual and Sole Traders e Management Accounts

VAT Returns e Full Bookkeeping Service
Payroll & CIS Quickbooks & Sage Specialists

0118 988 5822

Mention this advert and receive a 10% discount on your fees

www.edmonds-accountancy.co.uk
admin@edmonds-accountancy.co.uk

R|Se|ey | Readlng | RG7 1SD PRACTISING CERTIFICATE HOLDER




ELD

CONSTRUCTION LTD

EXTENSIONS - RENOVATIONS

CONSERVATORIES » GARAGES

GENERAL BUILDING * FENCING ¢ PATIOS
GARDEN WALLS * LANDSCAPING * DRIVEWAYS

CALL: 07837 090723 | 01189 700380

ELD CONSTRUCTION HOPE COTTAGE, SCHOOL LANE, SILCHESTER RG7 2N]J
Email eldconstructionltd@gmail.com | www.eldconstruction.co.uk

RAINBOW (. |

DOUBLE GLAZING LIMTTED 092:2020

Your truly local double glazing company _ == windows *doors * porches
— — sofflts rooﬂmes claddmg

Why take [EEEEE e
e ! § | conversions
== AR _

a chance” L&

] No deposit
} No hassle

Energy ‘A’ Rated
10 year Guarantee =
Payment on completion =—1=

28 Years Servmg
the Community

For a free no-obligation quotation please call FREEPHONE:

- 0800 026 46 42




