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Rowberry Morris
SOLICITORS
SHERFIELD HOUSE, MULFORDS HILL, TADLEY.
Divorce, maintenance, children and general
family law problems (SFLA accredited specialist
in substantial assets and pensions)
Wills, Probate and Lasting Power of Attorney
Conveyancing and all domestic and commercial
property matters
Civil and Employment Dispute Resolution

Interest Free Credit
available on all

Telephone (Tadley) 9812992

purchases over £150
(Subject to Status)

Email: office@rmtadley.co.uk
Car park at rear of offices (access from Silchester Road)
Offices also at Reading & Staines
www.rowberrymorris.co.uk

T.P. MONGER

TREE SURGEON
***************

basingstoke@gpvets.com
tadley@gpvets.com
www.gpvets.com
Appointments are available at the following times:

Monday – Friday 09:00 - 10:30
14:00 - 15:30
16:30 - 19:00
& Saturday
09:00 - 10:30

Tree Surgery * Tree Removal
Logs For Sale
Stump Grinding
***************

Silchester 9700788
Mobile 07831 288649

A

WILLOW COTTAGE, ASH LANE
SILCHESTER, TADLEY, RG7 2NL

TEL / FAX 01256 882866
TILING - SLATING
CHIMNEYS - GUTTERING
FELT ROOFING
FASCIA & SOFFIT
ROOF MAINTENANCE
LEAD WORK SPECIALIST

B

Abinger Joinery
Window, door and staircase
specialists, including built in
furniture.
Units 1 & 2,
Frobury Farm,
Kingsclere,
RG20 4QQ

Workshop (Alan): 01635 299733
Email: alfabinger@aol.com
Website: www.abingerjoinery.co.uk

•

Extensions

•

Alterations

•

Garage Conversions

•

All General Building Work

•

Free Quotations

C

Domestic Appliance Repairs
Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers
Dishwashers, Fridges, Freezers
Repairs Guaranteed
FOR FAST SERVICE RING RICK LAWRENCE

APPLIANCES ALSO SOLD

01635 298300
Est.
1982

KINGSCLERE ● TADLEY
BASINGSTOKE ● NEWBURY

Complementary-Works
Allergy & Hayfever Testing & Treatment
Kinesiology
Reflexology
Gift Vouchers available
Contact Annette 07836 352273
www.complementary-works.co.uk

All aspects of plumbing and gas heating undertaken:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Central heating systems
Boilers
Bathrooms and showers
Water tanks and cylinders
Taps, ball valves and stop cocks
Dishwashers, washing machines, gas cookers

Friendly and professional service.
Fully insured and all workmanship guaranteed.
Good rates. No job too small.
Free estimates with no obligation.

Call Iain
Mobile 0788 644 9756
www.orchardphs.co.uk

D
Vocal Coaching
Piano Lessons
Trumpet Lessons
City & Guilds Qualified
With over 20 years experience in:
Furniture Design & Making
Antique Restoration & Repairs
French Polishing
Tel: 0118 9817089 Mobile: 07929 278778
Email: info@samuelbeckett.co.uk
Website: www.samuelbeckett.co.uk

Music Theory Tuition

Robin Scott

B.Mus (Hons)

07976 280601 / 0118 9700242
robinscottmusic@hotmail.com

SILCHESTER METHODIST CHURCH

HALL RENTAL
(including use of kitchen)
Ideal for regular meetings/classes/children’s parties

Ring Lynda: 0118 9812785

REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENT PARTS ON
UPVC WINDOWS, DOORS AND
CONSERVATORIES
*misted / broken glass
*handles / hinges
*locks / gaskets
*adjustments
* and much more

LOCAL EXPERIENCED INSTALLER
FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS, COMPOSITE & UPVC DOORS

Personal professional service

Call: 07901 860352
Email: theupvcexpert@gmail.com
www.theupvcexpert.com

Jacki Whitehouse
Painter & Decorator
Private and commercial
Interior and exterior
Wallpapering and coving
Over 15 years experience
For a free estimate call
07803006559 or email
jackiwhitehouse29@gmail.com

Sam Walker Tel: 01256 830705 or 07840 053996
email sam.walker@barkingmad.uk.com

@jackithepainter

E

APOLLO

HAVING A PARTY, A WEDDING, A DISCO?

WHY NOT HIRE THE
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

VILLAGE
HALL?

Aerials
Satellite
Network Cabling and WiFi
CCTV
TV Wall Installations
Audio Systems
Home Entertainment Specialists

E mail: apollosat@btconnect.com
Tel: 0118 981 0002 / 01256 811288
Mobile: 07860 574431
www.apolloav.co.uk

LARGE OR SMALL HALL
AVAILABLE AT
REASONABLE CHARGES
KITCHEN FACILITIES

BOOKING ENQUIRIES AND RATES FROM
VIVIENNE HARTSHORNE, 16 HARTLEYS

0118 9700940

PILATES
Whatever your age or ability my small groups cater for everyone.
If you would like to attend my Body Control Pilates classes either call, text or email Heather.
£10 per class
Bramley Clift Meadows
Tuesdays - 9.30am & Fridays - 11.30am

Email: hs&itnessuk@mac.com

Call: 07785 254313

Burgh ield St Mary's Parish Centre
Mondays - 9.30am, 10.30am, 7pm & 8pm
Wednesdays - 6pm, 7pm & 8pm & Fridays - 1.30pm

Padworth Village Hall
Wednesdays & Fridays - 9.30am

F

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT ITALIAN RESTAURANT

WE ARE BRINGING THE TRUE AUTHENTIC
ITALIAN FLAVOURS TO THE LOCAL
COUNTRYSIDE IN A WELCOME AND
RELAXING TIMELESS SETTING

0118 981 9090
BRIMPTON COMMON

RG7 4RN

The Calleva Arms

Computer Problems?
Mortimer based Microsoft Consumer Support Technician
For all your computer needs, including troubleshooting, setup,
backup, repair, upgrades, internet, websites and anything else

Keren & Stu welcome you to your
local pub at the heart of the village.

Open all day

In-home and remote services plus free advice by e-mail

Call Richard on 07789 835690,
e-mail richard@pchelptoyou.co.uk
or visit www.pchelptoyou.co.uk
 07789 835690
 www.pchelptoyou.co.uk

Food served:
Mon-Sat 12-2:30pm
& 5:30-9pm

T.G.Turner

Sun 12-4pm

Plumbing & Heating

℡ 0118 970 0305

Installations of Central Heating, Bathrooms,
Boilers, All General Plumbing and
Repairs Undertaken.

thecalleva@gmail.com
Facebook :
The Calleva Arms – Silchester

t.turner1664@sky.com

Mobile: 07774 907536
Tel: 01256 889925

Given the current situation with COVID-19,
all events listed are subject to change.

September
Wed

2nd

2pm

Phoenix Club ~ Village Policing ~ in Village Hall

Sat

5th

10am

Silchester Village Market ~ on playing field

Sat

12th

Sponsored Ride & Stride ~ calling at St Mary's Church

Sat

12th

Silchester Association Beer Festival ~ CANCELLED

Sun

13th

Sat

19th

Tue

29th

midnight

Magazine Copy Deadline
Silchester Village Fete and Dog Show ~ CANCELLED

1pm

Silchester Players present "The Litter Picker" on www.hhcr.org.uk

October
Working Party at Flex Ditch ancient monument

Sat

3rd

Wed

7th

2pm

Phoenix Club ~ Pete Hughes ‘Visiting the Holy Lands’ ~ in Village Hall

Sun

11th

11.30am

Silchester Association Boundary Walk

Tue

13th

midnight

Magazine Copy Deadline

Sun

18th

11am

Annual Parochial Church (Zoom) Meeting ~ see page 6

Sat

24th

Silchester Association Scarecrow Trail ~ Begins

Copy for this magazine should be sent to: editor@silchester.org
PLEASE NOTE: The next deadline for copy for the October issue is
midnight on 13th September

Your choice: The Silchester Magazine in the Future
As you will have noticed, Covid-19 has forced the Magazine Team to make some changes in how
the Silchester Magazine is produced and delivered. We are interested in your thoughts about
what we should be doing in the future. We would appreciate it if you could spare two minutes to
complete a simple survey - only three questions - by following this link:

https://www.silchesterchurch.co.uk/survey
Should you wish to give us more detailed thoughts on the future of the Magazine, ideas for
articles, or to give us feedback on what you like or don’t like, please email us at:

editor@silchester.org
If you need a paper copy of the survey please phone Revd Rob on 0118 9700884.
Whichever way, we encourage you to have your say about the future of the magazine.
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The other Sunday afternoon when the sun was shining, I was sitting quietly in the garden when my
peaceful contemplation was disturbed by music and singing from the Calleva. I don't know why I
was quite so irrationally irritated but I think it was a combination
of having my peace disturbed and the fact that it was alright for
someone to sing in the pub garden on a Sunday afternoon but we
still couldn't sing in church! Having thrown my toys out of the
pram, I then thought, perhaps I'm annoyed because I'm not round
at the Calleva, but more importantly how great it is that people are
enjoying themselves again. Well done Keren and Stu!
So I wonder if one more thing we can learn from lock-down, it is to
be more generous to one another; not worrying so much about "It's
not fair"; or "if they can do it why can't we?"; and as importantly
to make allowances for one another, to be understanding. Many are
still, perhaps rightly, nervous; others just want to be free; some
have carer’s fatigue; some face a bleak future; others mourn. Whatever the situation, can I
encourage us all to be both generous and understanding.
I'm also conscious that throughout this period many major events have gone by without proper
attention or celebration. I don't just mean sporting events, but special birthdays, weddings,
funerals, christenings, as well as national events, in particular this year VJ Day. I'm ashamed to
say that VJ Day never got onto my radar. Sadly the "forgotten army" was once again forgotten.
As far as I am aware the Church of England didn't even publish a special form of service for the
day. My thanks go to Mike Baldock and a few others who commemorated the day in the village.
Maybe some of us have become too inward-looking through this pandemic?
In terms of local events, sadly we have had to cancel the Fete for this year. This is due primarily
to practical Covid 19 difficulties and concerns. We are exploring, however, the possibility of an
on-line church fundraising concert and perhaps nearer to Christmas a modest Covid-safe Art
Festival in the church. Please let me know if you would like to be involved in either event. I know
many have rediscovered their creative juices during lock-down, please don't let them be wasted.
I think we particularly need to remember at this time schools returning. So far every parent I
have met says "Bring it on!" but I know others are anxious, and not only the children and their
parents, but teachers and governors especially, need our prayers
So we move towards the Autumn, hopeful, yet uncertain and still a bit nervous, a bit like the
disciples in the Bible who were never quite certain about "what next?" when living with Jesus. But
also, like the disciples, most of us in Silchester still have a lot to be thankful for, and perhaps not
having quite so much to look forward to will make us more appreciative of the present, and feel
more generous to others who feel better-able to break out of the Covid lifestyle mould.
God Bless
Rob
Revd Rob Young Resident Vicar St Mary the Virgin Silchester
01189700884 robwyoung101@gmail.com
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Services at St Mary the Virgin Church Silchester
We recently conducted an on-line survey of those on our church mailing list to find out how they
felt about church services at the present time. We also had a churchwardens meeting to think
about future church events etc.
We are still analysing the survey, but initial results show that many want us to continue with our
10.00am Sunday morning on-line Zoom services for the time being; the convenience of the service
and the current Covid constraints and concerns about services in church being some of the
reasons. So as long as there remains significant support for the Zoom service, I anticipate it
continuing probably until Advent (end of November).
Quite how we are going to handle Christmas, I'm not sure at present?
However, in the meantime in addition to the 10.00am Sunday Zoom we will be holding communion
services in church at 8.00am on the first and third Sundays in the month and for the last time
this summer there is 5.00pm Compline (Night Prayer) on the fourth Sunday.
In September this means:
8.00am
8.00am
5.00pm
10.00am

Sunday 6 September in Church
Sunday 20 September in Church
Sunday 27 September in Church
Sundays 6, 13, 20, 27 September

Book of Common Prayer Communion (said)
Common Worship Communion (said)
Compline (Night Prayer)
Online Zoom Morning Service

If you want to keep in touch with church services and events including Zoom links join our mailing
list by going to our website and fill in a subscribe form with your name and email address:http://www.silchesterchurch.co.uk/contact-us/receive-news-emails/
Revd Rob Young

In the Benefice of Tadley with Pamber Heath and Silchester
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Next to you and lonely

Real Wisdom

(Matthew 25:40)

In our moments of doubt
and unbelief,
when worldly pressure
or circumstance
become the distance
between us,
draw near, we pray.
Remind us of the grace
that we first knew,
your healing touch,
the Father’s love,
the Spirit’s breath.
Grant us courage,
a faith that endures
and the sure knowledge
that you are with us
in our journeying,
now and always.

Cups of tea and people,
People who do and who know.
People with purposeful expressions,
Their eyes searching beyond her, through her,
The invisible one.
She’s next to you and she’s lonely.
Smiles and one-way conversations,
With thoughts and eyes elsewhere,
Never noticing the masks of brightness
Hiding hurting children,
The tired ones,
Who are next to you and lonely.
And the makers of the cups of tea,
The knowers and the doers,
Those who smile and seem to have so much.
They too wear masks that hide their crying,
The together ones
Sit next to you and are lonely.

John Birch

Daphne Kitching

Creator God
A cup of joy!

Creator God, we glimpse your beauty
in setting sun, mountain top, eagle's wing.
We sense your power in thunder crash,
lightning flash and ocean's roar.
Creator God we praise you

A tea shop is a wondrous place
Where I for one just love to be!
A place to rest from life’s harsh pace
And sit and drink a cup of tea!

Precious Jesus, we see your love
stretched out upon a cruel cross.
We stand in awe at your sacrifice,
pure love poured out for humankind.
Precious Jesus we praise you

Indeed, it’s time to take a rest!
From all life’s pressures, take a break!
And just today it might be best
To have a slice of home-made cake!

Nigel Beeton Holy Spirit, we see your power
in lives transformed, hearts on fire.
We listen for your still, small voice,
Precious
comforting, guiding, calling.
Help us to put aside
Holy Spirit we praise you
John Birch
preconceptions
about other people,
because that alters
our behaviour,
and simply accept
that they, like us,
are precious in your eyes.
John Birch
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People News
grading chaos, and that those moving on to new
schools, colleges or universities are now settled
and looking forward to the new term. We hope
all new and current students at Silchester
School are looking forward to making new
Dennis and Nina West who live near the Common
friends or seeing old friends after the long
are thrilled to announce the arrival of their
summer/Covid break.
grandson Harrington Keneric on the 17th July
who after a worrying first few weeks is now
Although many restrictions due to Covid 19 have
flourishing and keeping his parents Emily and
been lifted, some people are still worried about
Matthew Gatehouse Ball and Grandparents on
going out and about. If you or anyone you know
their toes. A few days later Dennis reached his needs help, support or just a friendly phone call
80th birthday, a glass or two of champagne was
there are several places to contact where help
enjoyed to celebrate both occasions, but as
is available:
with so many things this year the planned
Ÿ Silchester Association by email:
birthday celebrations have been postponed until
secretary@silchester.org or phone
next year.
Amy: 07877635387 or Steve: 07775547642
Ÿ St Mary's Church, Silchester, contact Rev
Rod Stone and Joelle Perrin moved into Stable
Rob Young 01189700884 or 07818064923,
Lodge at Romans in June; we trust they will
or email: robwyoung101@gmail.com
enjoy living in Silchester.
Ÿ If you are struggling to obtain groceries and
In mid-July Ben & Nikki Samuels-Brown
basic necessities you can also organise help
together with their two children Rory and
via Spotted Silchester on Facebook.
Hermione have moved from Crockham Heath
Ÿ Hampshire County Council have a Coronavirus
near Newbury into West Silchester Hall. We
Hampshire Helpline - 'Hantshelp4vulnerable'
hope they will all be very happy in their new
which can provide information, advice and
home.
practical support to frail or vulnerable
Hampshire residents- on 0333 370 4000,
We hope all of the students who were waiting
9am-5pm Monday-Thursday, 9am-4.30pm
for recent exam results have survived the
Fridays, (Calls charged at local rate).
If you have any news for the People News,
happy or sad, please send details in an e-mail to
peoplenews@silchester.org or telephone
Ann-Marie on 9700627 or Irene on 9700996.

Cricket
It was very pleasing to see cricket being played again on the Common due in no
small measure to Silchester CC's dedicated and hard-working ground curator,
Paul Hearn. Besides preparing an excellent playing square, Paul is the prime
mover in getting a team together.
In early August, Silchester played Mortimer West End home and away on consecutive weekends.
In their home game they were beaten by 98 runs, scoring 153 all out in reply to their opponents
251 for 3 wickets. They turned the tables on Mortimer in the away game chasing down a score of
170 for the loss of only 5 wickets. In an unbeaten century stand for the 6th wicket, Adam Gough
made 71 not out, ably supported by Si Hawkings who was 50 not out at the end.
A series of limited over evening games are planned for the rest of the much reduced playing
season. In the first of these, visitors Aldermaston Rugby ran our winners by 29 runs in a 17 over
per side match, scoring 133 for 2 wickets and then keeping Silchester down to 104 for 9. Dai
Maddocks with 21 and Dave Wolinski with 26 made sure Silchester did not go down without a fight!
Marsden Jones
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St Mary the Virgin Silchester
Annual Parochial Church (Zoom) Meeting
Sunday, 18th of October 2020 at 11 a.m.
Well, it was scheduled for April, but coronavirus put paid to that. So Sunday the 18th of October (at 11.00
a.m.) is the re-scheduled date, and even then it will have to take place via Zoom. Still, it will save all that
inconvenience of travelling to and from the meeting – we can all just log in and take part from home.
Do, please, come and take part.
There are points to be aware of:
1. The Annual Report (covering 2019) for St Mary the Virgin is available on the St Mary the Virgin web
site http://www.silchesterchurch.co.uk/ and then follow the links for “Information” and “Annual
Meeting 2020 (all links)”.
2. The Annual Meeting takes place in two parts, the first of which – the “Vestry Meeting” – is to elect
churchwardens for the coming year, second of which covers all other topics (see agenda below for
the detail).
3. The Zoom link for the Annual Meeting will be:
Ÿ https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81942753615?pwd=ZFRXUnM0QWxqNGpsRTRaT1NGVytwZz09
Ÿ ID 979 752 3460, Passcode 552400
On the day, please click on this link, or copy and paste it into your browser.
4. Churchwardens: It is open to the whole village to propose candidates for the post of churchwarden
and to take part in the election held within the Vestry Meeting. You are strongly encouraged to
give thought to this and to propose whoever you believe would do the job well (or to ask someone
else to propose you). A form for nominating a churchwarden candidate must be completed before
the meeting and given to me (the Secretary). A blank form can be downloaded from
http://www.silchesterchurch.co.uk/ by following the links for “Information” and “Annual Meeting
2020 (all links)”
5. Minutes of 2019 meetings: These can be found on the St Mary the Virgin web site
http://www.silchesterchurch.co.uk/ via the link in “Annual Meeting 2020 (all links)”
6. Elections of:
Ÿ Deanery Synod Representatives – St Mary the Virgin is entitled to have 3 of these, and all three
positions are open to election or re-election this year. Nomination forms can be found on the
St Mary the Virgin web site (http://www.silchesterchurch.co.uk/) via the link in “Annual
Meeting 2020 (all links)”
Ÿ Parochial Church Council (PCC) Members – These are elected for a 3-year term, and 3 places
need to be filled. Nomination forms can be found on the St Mary the Virgin web site
(http://www.silchesterchurch.co.uk/) via the link in “Annual Meeting 2020 (all links)”
Ÿ Sidesmen/Sideswomen – appointed annually during the Annual Meeting.
Deanery Synod Representatives and PCC Members, as well as Sidesmen/Sideswomen, can be
nominated ‘from the floor’ (or on-air during the Zoom meeting!), but proper nomination forms for
DSRs and PCC Members can be found as stated above. If used – and it would be a good idea to do
this – please return the forms, duly completed, to the Secretary (Colin Hunt, at 8 Lordswood,
Silchester) before the date of the meeting.
Colin Hunt
Secretary to the PCC, St Mary the Virgin, Silchester
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Music and Memory
Have you ever heard a certain song or tune that immediately takes you back to
your youth? It can be a very poignant moment.
When researchers at the University of Westminster examined the choices of
80 different guests on the BBC Radio 4 show Desert Island Discs, they found
that most guests had chosen music which dated back to when they had been between 10 to 30
years old. This time span was identified as a 'self-defining period' in their lives.
The research concluded: "The music we know and love between the ages of 10 to 30 will play a
significant role throughout our lives, connecting us as individuals to other people, places and times
that become central to our identity."
What songs trigger the big memories for you?

The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek
letters from ‘Uncle Eustace’…

I think it will be an excellent learning
experience if you prepare all the teaching
sessions yourself, but be assured that I will
always be on hand to give the advice of
On how to survive a weekend away with experience. That large armchair near the fire in
the common room seems to be the best place
the young people
for me to sit, so I can keep an eye on
The Rectory,
proceedings, while I take on the responsibilities
St James the Least
for stoking the fire. This reminds me; do make
sure that the
My dear Nephew Darren
young people
I think your idea for both our Confirmation
are encouraged
groups getting together for a weekend away to saw enough
socially distanced, of course - was excellent and logs each
our meeting last week drew most of the plans
morning for me
together. We didn't take any minutes, so let me to fulfil my
record the decisions I believe we made.
obligations.

St James the Least of All

Since all of us have to sleep far apart at the
centre, I am prepared to spend the nights at a
local hotel. By chance, I have found that there
is a four star one only a few miles away, so I
have booked myself in.

Naturally, my
arthritis will
prevent me being able to accompany you on your
afternoon hikes, but I will cheerfully park my
car wherever you leave the minibus, to provide a
second vehicle in case of emergencies. I do not
mind in the least waiting all those long hours
until you get back; I have already found an
attractive tea shop in the village.

As the dining area in the youth centre may be
cramped, I am also willing to have dinner each
evening at the hotel, thereby creating more
space for the rest of you. An additional sadness
is that, since breakfast at the hotel is not
served until 8am, I will not be able to join you
for your pre-breakfast dip in the nearby stream
either. It would be grossly unfair to expect you
to pack lunch for me, so I will arrange for the
hotel to provide me with a picnic hamper for
one which I can have while you all enjoy your
cheese and pickle sandwiches.

I am fully aware that not sleeping or dining at
the centre, not being responsible for preparing
the teaching, nor being involved on the walks
will mean that my contributions will be ever so
slightly limited, but these are sacrifices I
gladly make in order to give you further
experience in your ministerial career.
Your loving uncle, Eustace
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Silchester Players
There are also numerous
technical challenges. Sound
effects are particularly
important to create a sense
of location and to indicate the
actions which are taking place.
Additionally one of our
members is composing some original music to
help set the scene and round off the play.

We are performing again!
Silchester Players have teamed up with Ann
Stonehouse to perform her one act play "The
Litter Picker". This play was the winning entry
in the Scriptwriting category of the
Basingstoke Music and Arts Festival 2020
Creative Writing competition.

Unfortunately we cannot perform the play on
It has been very therapeutic to embark on a
stage, but Ann has adapted it for radio. It will
be broadcast on HHCR Basingstoke's Community different type of production. We are rising to
Radio on a Tuesday 29th September as the first the challenge and are determined to put on a
performance which
item in the Poems for Pleasure
listening audiences will
programme at 1.pm. To hear
enjoy.
the play, go to
www.hhcr.org.uk on your
Our next committee
computer, tablet or mobile
meeting will take place
phone or ask your Alexa or
using 'Zoom' on 2nd
Google hub to find it.
September 2020. On that
date it will be necessary to
Like all organisations
take decisions on our
Silchester Players have been
programme for the next
required to adapt to changing
few months. Unfortunately
circumstances as a result of
at the moment it seems
the Covid crisis. It was
unlikely that we will be
decided that if possible faceable to stage our annual
to-face to auditions should be
pantomime, but watch this
held. These took place in a
magazine for news.
large local garden with strict
social distancing measures
For more details of the
being put in place. For those
Silchester Players socially distanced
2021 Basingstoke Music
audition for 'The Litter Picker'
members not able to attend,
and Arts Festival Creative
separate telephone auditions
Writing competition please contact Tony Corbin
were arranged. Normally the physical
(BMAF Section Secretary) via email at
appearance of actors and actresses is a
BMAFCW@kempshott.plus.com
consideration (e.g. it is preferable to choose
actors of broadly the same size and appearance Full details will also be available on the BMAF
website www.basingstokemusicandarts.org.uk
if they are to play brother and sister) but on
when the 2021 Festival is launched in midthis occasion the prime consideration was the
voices. The play has two male characters and it September. The Creative Writing section of
the Festival invites entries of poems, short
is important that the listening audience is able
stories and articles as well as plays. If you are
to distinguish between them.
successful you could find your play being
performed by Silchester Players, in a radio
We are fortunate that we have been
version if we are not able, in the short term, to
experiencing some very fine weather. Any
get back on stage.
rehearsals have to take place out of doors and
of course the recording of the radio play will
also have to take place outside.
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Minister Revd Dr Ruth Midcalf (0118 9700139)

We are meeting as a church on Zoom ID 4112933992 Password 146313 every Sunday morning at
10.30am with our friends from the Tadley and Mortimer churches. Anyone is welcome to join.
Sadly, all events at the church are cancelled until the end of September.
We are looking into holding two services in October, on Sunday, 4th and 18th October. There will
be more information next month.

Your Face Mask and Your Dog
Face masks have been a big adjustment for all of us, but dogs especially may be struggling, warns
the animal charity, Dogs Trust.
Dogs use our facial expressions to tell how we are feeling, so if they suddenly encounter people
whose faces are covered, they could become confused, stressed, and even feel threatened. Their
confusion may lead to a loss of obedience and co-operation with you.
Here is how to get your dog used to you wearing a face mask:
Ÿ Hold your hand over your face for a moment, speak reassuringly to your dog, and then
reward him.
Ÿ Introduce your dog to your face mask, let him sniff it and let him see you put it up to your
face, and then down again. Reward him.
Ÿ Put it on for a moment. Reassure and reward him.
Ÿ Put it on and move about the room, while reassuring
him. Reward him.
Gradually build up the length of time that you wear the face
mask around him. Keep reassuring him. Reward him.
Expect that he may not be so quick to understand and obey
you when you are wearing the mask - be patient.
Don't take him into public places where many people are wearing masks, unless you absolutely have
to do so. It could be very stressful for him.

It is more important to know where you are going than to get there quickly.
Do not mistake activity for achievement. ~ Mabel Newcomer
Two quick ways to disaster are to take nobody’s advice and to take
everybody’s advice. ~ Anon
I’ve worked myself up from nothing to a state of extreme poverty. ~ Groucho Marx
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Silchester Association
www.silchester.org

Hope everyone is staying safe and enjoying a slightly more normal life again. I know a lot of people
are looking forward to schools going back soon.
We are, at last, going to have a couple of events in the village. The Boundary Walk is booked for
Sunday 11th October. For those who have never taken part in it, it is a lovely walk around the
boundary of Silchester leaving the Village Hall at 11.30am and usually returning at 3.30-4pm. The
entire walk is about 8 miles and we break for lunch on the way. Bring a packed lunch and plenty of
water. We have a backup vehicle which meets us at each road crossing so you don't have to carry
anything with you! This year we might have to stagger the start time to have smaller groups
walking together due to Covid restrictions but as it is outside in the countryside, it is a safe event
to participate in. There will be final details in next month's magazine but put the date in your
diary now.
Silchester will be hosting its second Halloween themed Scarecrow Trail during the October halfterm - Saturday 24th October to Saturday 31st October.
We are encouraging residents, businesses and clubs in the village to create and display a
Halloween or Jim Henson themed scarecrow on their property - locations must be within a
reasonable walking distance of the village centre and visible without having to enter any private
properties. Each entry will be given a letter to clearly display which will create an anagram once
all collected.
People will be asked to score each scarecrow with a prize for the best scarecrow.
Entrance fee is £5 - proceeds go to the Silchester Association which supports local groups and
events in the village.
Participants can purchase a map for £2 showing all the locations. Once they have visited all the
locations they need to submit their completed entry with anagram and a score. Maps will be on
sale at The Calleva, the Pop Up Café, School grounds and other locations to be announced.
To enter please visit our Facebook page
Sunday 11th October
24th - 31st October

Boundary Walk
Silchester Scarecrow Trail
The Silchester Association

@silchesterassociation
@silchester_org
Privacy and Refund Policies
If you attend any of our events, you may appear in a photo which may be published on our website or Facebook page. However, if you are unhappy about any photographs
that are published, please let us know and we will remove them. For our pre-event ticket sales refund policy please read the information available on our website.

Are Politicians the Oldest Profession?
A surgeon, an architect and a politician were arguing as to whose profession was the oldest.
Said the surgeon: "Eve was made from Adam's rib, and that surely was a surgical operation."
"Maybe," admitted the architect, "but prior to that, order was created out
of chaos, and that was an architectural job."
"But," the politician pointed out in triumph, "somebody had to have created
the chaos in the first place!"
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1917 - 1943
Norman Arthur Hunt was born on 15th April 1917, in Silchester, to Arthur and Ellen (known as Nell),
a little over a year after their marriage. Arthur had been born in Silchester, as had his father and
grandfather before him. Arthur worked as a hay binder - along with Norman’s grandfather and
uncle - and later, as a thatcher.
From what we know, in 1939 the family were living in Flexditch Cottage (later called Hyde’s Cottage)
on Little London Road, near the corner of what became Hyde’s Platt. By now, Norman was 22 and he
is listed in the 1939 Register as a lorry driver. He had two younger sisters - Eileen (born 1926) and
May (born 1929).
We are currently unclear when he joined up as we have so far not been able to obtain a copy of his
service record from the Army. We know he joined the Royal Army Service Corps, serving as a
Driver. With the RASC he was part of the 18th Infantry Division and deployed to Singapore. He
took part on the Battle of Singapore from 8 to 15 February 1942, which led to the defeat of the
British and the fall of Singapore, with some 80,000 British, Australian and Indian troops becoming
prisoners of war.
Norman was held in the series of POW camps on the Changi peninsula for some 14 months. Records
show that in April 1943, the Japanese authorities advised that given the difficult food situation in
Singapore a new camp was to be established, which would have much better facilities for the sick
and unfit men, many of whom suffered from dysentery, and they were promised it would not be a
working camp. They would be transported there and there would be no marching involved.
A party of 7,000 prisoners named “F Force” was formed, of which some 30% were sick or unfit. This
party included Norman and three other RASC drivers, They were loaded into steel rice railway
trucks and shipped with very little food or water to Bam Pong, in Thailand. They were then
subjected to a 200 mile forced march, much of it at night, in the monsoon, along jungle tracks,
which took almost 3 weeks. Many literally fell by the wayside. They arrived at one of five camps,
from where they were required to carry out heavy labour on what became known as the Death
Railway - the Burma railway - as featured in the film “Bridge on the River Kwai”. They were working
on a 50km stretch of the railway through hilly and flooded jungle near Three Pagoda Pass, 200 miles
north-east of Bangkok.
Cholera was endemic in the camps, with dysentery,
aggravated by malnutrition and complicated by malaria
and beri beri. By 20th June - two months after leaving
Changi - only 700 of the original 3,400 British members
of F Force were able to work. Somehow, Norman
struggled on but two months later, on 23rd August 1943,
he died aged 26.
Norman is remembered in the Kanchanaburi War
Cemetery in Thailand along with 6,981 other victims of
Japanese imprisonment whilst building the Burma
Railway. His sister May and his parents are buried in
Silchester churchyard.
If you have any further information on Norman, or corrections to the above, do please let us know.
Mike Baldock
ww2@silchester.org
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Mental Health and Covid-19
It is important to be as kind and patient as possible with other people this autumn. Covid-19 has
turned many millions of lives upside-down, and the resulting distress, anxiety, fear, grief and
economic meltdown means that now widespread mental illness is inevitable. So says the new
president of the Royal College of Psychiatrists.
Dr Adrian James warns of 'multiple layers' to the fallout from the pandemic, both for people with
pre-existing mental health conditions and also for those who have never suffered before. NHS
front-line staff will need support, while those who have had a serious case of Covid-19 may suffer
anything from post-traumatic stress disorder to a full-blown psychosis.
Dr James says: "There will be very significant mental illness consequences of Covid, and we need
to be ready."
Meanwhile, up to one in five Britons may have contemplated self-harming during lockdown,
according to some separate research by University College London.
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Phoenix Club
After an extended break due to Covid 19, it was lovely to see 10 members of the Phoenix Club at
Suzi and Jane's Pop-up Café on the green on 5th August. It was an extremely windy day, and
having a conversation whilst maintaining the required social distance from
each other proved challenging, but everyone seemed to enjoy meeting up
and also the lovely coffee and cakes, even if a number of hats blew off
and the odd empty chair turned upside-down!
Our 2nd September meeting will be back in the Village Hall, but in the
Main Hall to allow enough space to comply with current regulations.
PCSO Emma Page, together with a new PCSO, will be joining us to talk
about local policing and to answer your questions. So please come along
to learn what is going on in and around Silchester and how the police are
dealing with any 'issues'.
In October Pete Hughes will be joining us to talk about Visiting the Holy Lands and there are sure
to be lots of great photos too, so put the date in your diary.
Our meetings are held in the Silchester Village Hall on the first Wednesday of the month and
start at 2pm, tea and biscuits are included in the £2 meeting charge.
Ann-Marie and Jan

75th Anniversary VJ Day Commemoration
A small number of Silchester residents gathered in the rain at the War Memorial for a two
minute silence at 11.00 on Saturday 15th August.
The event was led by local historian and Parish Councillor Mike Baldock who laid a poppy wreath.
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All in the month of September
It was:
6th

400 years ago, on
September 1620, that 102 English Puritans (now known as the Pilgrims) set
sail aboard the Mayflower from Plymouth, for a new life in America. After a perilous journey they
landed in what is now Provincetown Harbour, Cape Cod, Massachusetts on 11th November. They had
intended landing in Virginia, but were unable to reach it because of heavy seas.
150 years ago, on 20th September 1870 that
Rome was captured. Italian forces defeated the
Papal States and captured the city of Rome at
the end of the wars of Italian Unification. The
Papal States were dissolved. Rome was annexed,
and it became the capital of Italy in 1871.
125 years ago, on 28th September 1895 that
Louis Pasteur died. This French biologist,
microbiologist and chemist was one of the main
founders of the field of medical microbiology.
Best known for originating the pasteurization of
foodstuffs to eliminate micro-organisms that
cause disease. Pasteur saved the French beer,
wine and silk industries and developed vaccines
against anthrax and rabies.
65 years ago, on 22nd September 1955 that
Britain's first independent television channel, ITV, was launched. It ended the BBC's monopoly.
Regional franchises were rolled out across the whole country by 1965.
60 years ago, on 27th September 1960 that Sylvia Pankhurst, suffragette leader, died.
50 years ago, on 19th September 1970 that the first Glastonbury Festival was held, at Worthy
Farm near Pilton, Somerset. About 1,500 people attended (compared to 135,000 today). It became
an annual event from 1981 and is now the world's largest greenfield festival. The first festival was
billed as the Pilton Pop, Blues & Folk Festival.
40 years ago, on 22nd September 1980 that the Solidarity movement was created in Poland, with
Lech Walesa as its leader. It was the first independent trade union in the Soviet bloc.
25 years ago, on 3rd September 1995 that the auction site eBay was founded (as AuctionWeb).
20 years ago, on 4th September 2000, England claimed the first series (3-1) over West Indies
since 1969 and win the 5th Test by 158 runs at The Oval, London; this was Windies captain Courtney
Walsh's 132nd and final Test.
15 years ago, on 24th September 2005 that the IRA decommissioned its last remaining weapons in
front of independent inspectors.
10 years ago, on 4th September 2010 - Canterbury earthquake: a 7.1 magnitude earthquake which
struck the South Island of New Zealand at 4:35 am causing widespread damage and several power
outages. A further earthquake six months later was far more destructive and caused 185 fatalities.
5 years ago, on 9th September 2015: Queen Elizabeth II becomes Great Britain's longest-reigning
monarch at 63 years and seven months, beating the previous record set by her great-greatgrandmother, Queen Victoria.
15

Our Lockdown Story
Our story began when we returned from a holiday in Rome the day before a 14-day isolation
period was imposed upon anyone returning from Italy to the UK in response to their Covid-19
spike in March 2020.
We were unable to open our Café in Silchester and all our jobs for that period had to be
cancelled. We suddenly realised that we had no income and our bills were still going to remain and
before too long we would be in a dire situation financially. Before our 14 days was over, Boris
announced the lockdown for the whole country and then we really knew we were in trouble.
Panic set in. "What can we do?" The whole country was in a state of emergency and life, as we had
all known it, had changed… some of it forever.
We spent a Sunday brain storming and we came up with a plan. Jane asked the Wellers fruit shop
if they needed extra help as their business had gone to delivering fruit boxes to people's homes.
Jane was suddenly working 3 days a week, packing up hundreds of fruit and veg orders in the shop
ready for delivery.
We then decided to offer a meal delivery service which included fruit and veg from the fruit
shop. I looked at our recipe file, chose a list of classic family favourites and put a post on
Facebook. Bingo!!
The orders came flying in and suddenly we were a meal delivery service.
Our time was spent replying to email orders, Facebook requests, sending out invoices, shopping in
the early morning to avoid queues, finding suppliers of food containers and putting in numerous
orders to our local Wyatts butcher and the fruit shop. We even asked friends who had online
shops booked to add on items we couldn't get in the shops. Flour, icing sugar and eggs were
suddenly in short supply and we begged and borrowed when we had to from friends and
customers.
Luckily for us, lockdown had many celebratory dates including Mother's Day, Easter, VE Day and
Father's Day. Our solution, to help people celebrate, was to deliver afternoon tea boxes which we
delivered throughout Hampshire and West Berks. We employed two drivers and with ice packs
and lots of old fruit boxes, we packed our air-conditioned car with the lockdown treats.
Thanks to two cash donations from loyal customers who wanted to help us and the NHS, we baked
hundreds of brownies and cupcakes that we delivered at various times to the local hospitals,
ambulance station and maternity unit. This was a wonderful experience as we really felt we were
making a difference and helping in a simple way to give thanks to all the NHS workers.
June soon arrived and Boris announced that cafés and restaurants could open with a Takeaway
service only. We immediately liaised with the Silchester Pavilion Committee to find the safest
Covid friendly way to operate the Silchester Community Popup Café. We created a detailed Covid19 risk assessment, signs were made and laminated, limited takeaway menus were printed, bottles
of hand sanitiser and a Perspex screen were sourced along with a large supply of paper cups, bags
and food wrappers. A large area outside the Pavilion was cordoned off with ropes and tape and a
one-way system was created with signs. We introduced an order station at the door and a serving
hatch though the window. There was no access to the main pavilion whatsoever as the main room
had to be for three staff members only.
We relished the space as usually the pavilion is crammed full of three staff and up to twenty five
customers. Unthinkable now!!!!
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Initially, we opened every Friday and Saturday throughout June and the customers came and it
was lovely that for so many it was their first outing and proper coffee since lockdown had
started. Before long we were back to pre-lockdown covers and the field was full of children,
families and couples enjoying a toastie, coffee and ice cream.
We are now in August and we have returned to Wednesday and Friday openings as the village
cricket season has begun. We still have the one-way system but we now have tables, chairs and
parasols out and there is no cordoned off area directly outside the pavilion. It seems as though
life is slowly returning to normal although the masks do remind you that we are still in the
pandemic and that anything can change very quickly. For now, let's just enjoy the sunshine with an
iced coffee and slice of cake and take each week as it comes.
P.S. We were over the moon to have been nominated for a ‘Big Basingstoke and Deane Thank You’
for supporting those shielding in Tadley by providing hot meals and fresh fruit and veg box
deliveries. A wonderful accolade in these Covid times.
Suzi and Jane Catering
www.suziandjanecatering.co.uk
0118 9820539

Hampshire Historic Churches Trust
Sponsored Ride & Stride
Saturday, 12th September 2020
This event will follow similar guidelines which applied in previous years.
The objective of the event is to visit churches and chapels, raising funds via sponsorship. Half the
money received goes to the church of your choice, whilst the balance is devoted to the Trust,
which makes grants for church maintenance and repairs. You can cycle, walk, travel by car or move
around on horseback.
Covid has meant changes to the usual routine, this time; for example, please follow the specific
hygiene and safety requirements for each church. The County Co-ordinators,
rideandstride@hihct.org.uk will be worth contacting and the emphasis throughout will be to have
everything online.
Silchester Parish Church will be open, subject to Covid, of course.
Ralph Atton (0118 970 0825)
Church Representative
PS Donations and online funding can be made via www.hihct.org.uk/VMG.php

Back to School
Mother to young daughter after first day at school: "Well, dear, what did
they teach you today?"
Daughter: "Not much. I've got to go back again tomorrow."
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A Socially
Distanced
Village Market
Saturday 1st August
2020
Photos by Pete Hughes

If Biblical Headlines were
written by Today's Media
On Red Sea crossing:
WETLANDS TRAMPLED IN LABOUR STRIKE
Pursuing Environmentalists Killed
On David vs. Goliath:
HATE CRIME KILLS BELOVED CHAMPION
Psychologist Questions Influence of Rock
On Elijah on Mt. Carmel:
FIRE SENDS RELIGIOUS RIGHT
EXTREMIST INTO FRENZY
400 Killed

On feeding the 5,000:
PREACHER STEALS CHILD'S LUNCH
Disciples Mystified Over Behaviour
On healing the 10 lepers:
LOCAL DOCTOR'S PRACTICE RUINED
"Faith Healer" Causes Bankruptcy
On healing of the Gadarene demoniac:
MADMAN'S FRIEND CAUSES STAMPEDE
Local Farmer's Investment Lost
On raising Lazarus from the dead:
FUNDAMENTALIST PREACHER RAISES A
STINK
Reading of Will now to be Delayed

On the birth of Christ:
HOTELS FULL, ANIMALS LEFT HOMELESS
Animal Rights Activists Enraged by Insensitive
Couple
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Save the Date:
Saturday 5th September
10.00am to 12.30pm
Thank you Silchester neighbours for making our
first outdoor market such a success. You can
imagine the nervousness of putting this on. New
rules for COVID-19, the weather, being
outside, would customers come, but everything
came together beautifully. Thank you so much
for your support.

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

All stallholders reported excellent sales and
were so happy to be back selling their wares.
Many stalls sold out and the Gourmet Goat
Farmer who were making their debut at
Silchester and had a queue of interested
customers from the beginning to the end of the
market. I am delighted to say we have even
more new stalls for September also. Dare I say
it - a good time to consider starting your
Christmas shopping!

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
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Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
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I'd like to thank the Pavilion Committee for
allowing us to hold the Market on the playing
fields; Silchester Association for the supply of
gazebos to help some of our stallholders; Suzi
and Jane for adding their Pop up Café to the
attraction; and our immense gratitude to Paul
Hearn, Stephen Langstaff, Andy Hartley and
Ryan Flood for their help on the day setting up
and taking down.
At the time of writing, it seems that, we will be
able, again with sensible and appropriate
precautions, to hold the Market outdoors once
more in September. Again, plenty of space
between stalls to practice social distancing, so
you can view and buy your purchases safely.
Plenty of car parking also.

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

The Market is a place to come for provisions
and is a valuable source of income for these
small businesses, perhaps even more important
in these unprecedented times. If you can safely
attend the Market on the 5th September and
spend your money, this will
really help keep these
businesses going and keep
our £s local. Those
attending, at the time
of writing, are:

Ÿ
Ÿ

Ÿ
Ÿ

Ÿ
Ÿ

Ÿ

Indigo Bakes - bread and bakery
Cherry Me - dried fruit snacks
Fernworth Farm - locally bred meat
The Cheese Agent - artisan cheeses
The Coffee House - Arabica coffee beans
and ground coffee
David Meadows - fresh fish
The Gourmet Goat Farmer - goat meat and
other goat products
Rural Pie - sweet and savoury pies
Village Preserves - marmalades, preserves,
jellies, chutneys and curds
Judy's Cakes, Quiches and fruit pies
Olga's plants and preserves
Beechwood Farm eggs
Neil's mustards, condiments and preserves
Red Kite Glass
Elaine Parlour Cards
Flamingo Papier - cards and wrapping paper
Jammy Thing - stamped cutlery
Jane Brind - Cherished ceramics
Holly Marks - Face masks and head
scarves
St Crispin's Apple Juice
Tropic Skincare
Chalk and Cheese Wax melt and candles
Wilson Wonders Potatoes (Heritage and
local potatoes)
Brian Bicknell's local honey and bee
products
NEW The Little Hedgehog handmade
fabric items, wash and make up bags,
reusable kitchen roll, sandwich wraps
NEW Love my Cake - gorgeous cup cakes
NEW The Purity Company - natural
handmade products for face, body, bath,
baby and home
NEW Hornet Chilli - chilli, sauces
NEW Ethel's Pies - sausage rolls, pork
pies, pasties and vegan and vegetarian pies
NEW Sustainable Way - Hand made soaps

Suzi and Jane will also be opening up the Pop-up
Café for take-away refreshments, for the
duration of the Market.
Keep safe and well and look forward to seeing
you at the Market on 5th September.
Paula Gibbons - Market Organiser
Telephone: 079565 33471
Email: info@silchestervillagemarket.org.uk
Website: www.silchestervillagemarket.org.uk
FaceBook: Silchester Village Market
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Life in the Arab World 1978-1984
Two very different countries, Somalia and Libya
Somalia, which had a population of some 5 million with over half of them being children under 15,
had many problems with sickness and starvation which we can all see on our TV screens. For every
1000 babies born at least 100 will die before they are 5 years old.
There was a tribal war with much cruelty on both sides and restrictions on how food aid was
distributed. Somalis are a nomadic people and rely on their camels, in a good year crops are
planted and grow quickly, camels can graze and the people live on their meat and their milk which
is full of vitamins. Camel dung fuels their fires.
There was only one completely tarred road in the country, running N-S so what aid could be
distributed was done with difficulty. City life was also hard. Gas, Electricity and Water were
stretched to the limit, with many breakdowns and few repairs made - no spares and few
mechanics. The Somalis on the whole are a kind people, the ladies quite beautiful and the men tall,
scrawny and slow starters on work projects!
In our home in Mogadishu, over almost 3 years we only had water through the taps for 2 hours in
24 - our area, known as K4, had our supply from midnight to 2am! We got up and filled our bath
and all our containers too. The water had to be used many times over and lastly on the pitiful
plants in the garden. We did have a gas cooker but very often no gas!
Marsden's job was to look for underground water for village projects and supervise Government
drillers to make the wells.
There was a large hospital, built by the Chinese, but very few drugs and no X-ray film for the
machines. The hospital had no kitchens and so food was brought to patients by their families.
Dental treatment for our family entailed a flight to Nairobi. We did have church in a flat and one
visit from a Bishop. There was a cathedral in Mogadishu and we had occasional multi-faith
services using 3 languages at once for the hymns. Sadly, we hear that the wooden roof has been
removed for firewood and the whole place is now in disrepair.
Claire and Alison attended the American school and I also ran a Brownie Pack there.
Our next posting was to Libya. We arrived by road, having made the journey from Silchester,
through France to Marseilles and across to Tunis by ferry and along the coast, crossing into Libya
on the 4th day of travel. This was caused by Marsden having travelled ahead of us. I tried to get
visas from the embassy in London to be told "your husband has to get these" - our Laissez Passer
from United Nations was not good enough.
In contrast to our poor house in Somalia, we had a beautiful flat: water actually came out of the
taps and lights came "on" when pressing the switch! Our neighbour in the flat below had
bodyguards - we all walked past AK47s every day. Venturing out in a car was a great adventure
and really was "the quick and the dead". Non-Libyans followed the rules of the road but to most
locals, traffic lights, road lanes, one ways etc., were not for them!! Cars carried everything and it
was quite usual to see a live sheep on the back seat!! We had to carry ID cards, all with photos
and we were regularly stopped and asked to show them. The roads were good all over the country
and medical services were free for all the Libyan people. TV reception was good, a lot of
propaganda, but of course this was under Colonel Gaddafi at the time we were there. There were
modern hotels, many business people but few tourists. Those interested in archaeology were in
for a real treat: Sabratha and Leptis Magna were both fantastic to visit and were very well
looked after. I think we had to pay about 10p to look around.
Marsden had very many long journeys into the desert, at times near the Chad border. He also
worked on the "Man Made River Project" which carried fossil water from deep wells in the desert
in a huge pipeline to Tripoli.
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Claire and Alison attended the Oil Companies School and enjoyed their time there. The school had
around 400 children from Nursery (5 years) to Grade 12 (15 years). There were 57 nationalities all had to earn basic Arabic and there were many TEFL classes for the children to learn English.
Multi-racial classes taught the children so much; we had very many "National Days" - learning
about so many different countries and their ways. It was truly a multi-racial and multi-cultural
learning environment. There were good sporting facilities too and many books. However, these had
to be vetted and the word "Israel" and any Jewish references had to be removed. Any videos
brought in to the country had to be left for vetting and returned after a couple of weeks (we
often wondered how many free copies had been made). Classes were usually 20 students and when
the 21st child came the teacher automatically had an "aide" (that was how I became one!) and I
worked with the wife of the American Ambassador who was very pregnant, had her baby and
brought him to school as she was breastfeeding. There was a unit of American Marines who were
on duty for the Ambassador. They taught a lot of kids to swim in the large pool near their
accommodation - painted green - Libyan colours and known by all as "The Jolly Green Giant".
So much has changed now in these countries and we feel sad to think what has been lost. Marsden
wonders if his wells are being looked after; myself what has happened to the superb schools. Our
little church in a flat, all the congregation must have left the country.
Nancy Jones

Short Story Challenge
Our short story challenge is still open to all readers of this Magazine, whatever their age,
children to seniors. The challenge is to write a short story - fiction or non-fiction - of up to 1000
words to be submitted electronically to silchesterstory@gmail.com by the closing date for the
next Magazine and for a selection of the stories to be published in the Magazine over the coming
months. Please do consider sending something in to us.
Above are some reminiscences by Nancy Jones - sharing her experiences of living in Somalia and
Libya. Thanks very much to Nancy for sending this in to us.
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Here we continue The Labours of Heracles written by Stephen Bibby - it was aimed at children of around 10
years old ... But was enjoyed by all ages over the last few months.

The Labours of Heracles
The Fourth Labour The Erymantian Boar
King Eurystheus was shocked to discover that
Heracles had found the Ceryneian Hind. He was
even more shocked to discover he had brought it
back uninjured.
He now thought up an even greater challenge. For
his fourth Labour King Eurystheus required
Heracles to capture alive an enormous, fierce wild
boar which lived on the slopes of Mount
Erymanthus.
Yet again Heracles set off, this time to travel to
the mountain. On the way he visited an old friend,
the centaur Pholus. Centaurs were strange
creatures, having the head, chest and arms of men
but the body and legs of horses.

Following Cheiron's advice, Heracles travelled
onwards to Mount Erymanthus. It was the middle
of winter and no leaves were on the trees. But the
boar could still hide and concealed itself in a dense
thicket. Heracles yelled at it loudly so that the
beast became alarmed. It ran out of its hiding
place and into a very deep snowdrift. It was so
huge and heavy that it sank down into the great
bank of cold, soft whiteness. It used all its energy
to flee from Heracles but on four legs it could not
move quickly through the snow and struggled
unsuccessfully to escape.
Heracles chased after it. With an enormous leap
into the snowdrift, he came down heavily onto the
boar's rough back, pinning it to the ground.

Heracles was so strong that he was able to carry
with him large coils of stout chains. He wrapped
these around the legs of the boar so it could move
Pholus set roast meat in front of Heracles no more. With an almighty heave, he lifted the
although he himself ate everything raw. He was hobbled creature and slung it over his shoulders.
reluctant to offer Heracles wine because it was
held in one large pitcher which belonged to all the Heracles could now return to King Eurystheus. He
centaurs who lived nearby. However, Heracles made the long journey on foot, carrying upon his
persuaded him that it would be enjoyable to drink broad back the Erymantian Boar, alive, uninjured
wine with the meat. Pholus, wishing to be a good and bound with chains.
host to his visitor, reached for the pitcher,
King Eurystheus was warned by his courtiers that
removed the large lid and filled a drinking goblet.
Heracles was returning. Afraid of coming face-toThe wine was very strong and the rich smell of it face with a vicious beast, he hid himself inside his
quickly wafted across the mountainside. All the bronze urn. From there this timid king shouted out
other centaurs came rushing to the cave and they an echoing command. Although he had ordered
too demanded wine. They guzzled it down rapidly that the boar be brought back alive, he was so
and soon became very drunk. Staggering about afraid that he now commanded that it should
unsteadily, they started shouting and arguing. immediately be put to death.
Then a huge fight broke out. The centaurs all
The Fifth Labour began attacking Heracles saying he had no right to
drink wine which was their property. Heracles was
The Augean Stables
forced to defend himself and shot several
King Eurystheus took a secret pleasure in planning
centaurs with his poisoned arrows.
tasks which he thought Heracles would find
The rest ran off and hid in a cave which was the
impossible. Having been terrified at the
home of a centaur called Cheiron. Unfortunately in
appearance of the Erymantian Boar, he now
the fighting Cheiron was accidentally wounded by
decided that Heracles should be given a task
one of the arrows. He was in terrible pain but he
which was quite disgusting.
did not die because he was immortal and so there
He sent him to visit King Augeias who was the
was no release from his suffering.
owner of a huge herd of cattle. More than 1,000
Cheiron realised that his injury was an accident.
magnificent bulls, cows and calves lived in the
He looked kindly upon Heracles and wanted to help
king's huge stable block. For over 30 years the
him. Even though his wound gave him agony, he
stables had never been cleaned out. There was
managed to explain to Heracles the only possible
hardly room to move inside them because of the
way to capture the Erymantian Boar.
heaps of stinking animal dung that were growing
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ever taller and wider. It was difficult for anyone After this, he marched firstly to the bank of one
to go near the stables because the stench was nearby river and then another. He dug with all his
might and by late afternoon had made channels
overpowering.
from each of the rivers leading directly to the
The task set by King Eurystheus was for Heracles
fresh gaps in the wall of the stables. Just as the
to clean the stables in a single day.
day was ending and night was beginning to fall,
Again Heracles travelled with his nephew, Iolaus, Heracles dug out the final clods of earth between
for company. Reaching the kingdom of Augeias, channel and river. The water came rushing down
Heracles could smell for himself the terrible, the canals he had created and into the stables.
sickening stink coming from the stables. Knowing
A huge wall of raging river water poured through
he had only one day in which to carry out his task,
the middle of the stables. Such was its force that
he devised a clever plan.
in an instant it swept away the huge mounds of
He arranged to meet King Augeias in a place where stinking cow dung. The stables were completely
they could talk without being overcome by the foul clean.
smell. They stood on a spot overlooking the
The next day Heracles went to King Augeais and
stables, mid way between two rivers.
demanded one tenth of all the cattle, as had been
"I am prepared to do some important work for agreed. But, unknown to Heracles, during the night
you," said Heracles. "Would you like me to clean a messenger had arrived. From him King Augeais
learnt that Heracles had been commanded to
out these filthy stables?"
carry out the unpleasant cleaning work as one of
"Of course," replied the king.
the tasks set by King Eurystheus. He needed to do
"Very well," responded Heracles. "But as you see, it whether or not he was rewarded. King Augeais
it is a huge job. If I can complete the work in one therefore refused to give Heracles what had been
day will you reward me by giving me one tenth of agreed and sent him back to Eurystheus.
the cattle?"

When Heracles returned, King Eurystheus
"Complete the work in one day!" King Augeias considered that yet again a Labour had not been
laughed loudly. "If you do that you shall certainly properly carried out. This was both because
Heracles had tried to obtain payment and because
have your tenth."
he had not done the work alone, having received
But Augeias thought to himself that there was no some help from Iolaus.
possibility of that happening.
Stephen Bibby
Heracles rose very early the next morning and
went to the stables, taking Iolaus with him. Helped
by his nephew, he made a large gap in each end wall.

To be continued ... Next issue we will have
The Sixth Labour - The Stymphalian Birds
along with The Seventh Labour The Cretan Bull.

Has Lockdown Damaged Your Eyesight?
Are you suffering from 'coronavision'? It is perfectly possible.
Lockdown led to many of us staring at our television or computer screens for long periods of time.
And that could have strained our eyes, warns the College of Optometrists.
By this summer one in five adults in Britain had reported a deterioration in their eyesight.
Symptoms include blurred vision, difficulty in focussing, and red or painful eyes.
As one optometrist explained: "Working from home, video calls with friends and family, watching
more TV, time spent looking at your phone - all that screen time adds up.
The good news is that this is unlikely to cause any permanent harm to your vision."
Nevertheless, the College urges people to get their eyes checked if they feel on-going
discomfort. They also advise that when you are looking at a screen, you rest your eyes every 20
minutes, blink regularly, use eye drops, position your screen below eye level and increase the size
of the text.
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The Great British Snake Off
When you think of snakes, you might picture a
fat boa constrictor basking beside a Brazilian
river, or a king cobra rearing up from the dust
of an Indian plain. Snakes seem too exotic for
the often cold, wet and windy weather of the
UK. But snakes are adaptable creatures, found
on every continent but Antarctica.
Here are the UK's three species of snake.

The Biggest: Grass Snakes
The Grass snake is our longest snake, growing to
well over a metre. They're usually a grey-green
colour and most easily recognised by the black
and yellow collar behind the head. They have
dark eyes with round
pupils, whereas adders
have elliptical pupils in
their bright red eyes.

dunes. They are rarely found
in gardens.
They're shorter but stockier
than a Grass snake, and are
usually grey-brown with a
distinctive zig-zag pattern
along the back. Male Adders
'dance' to fight over females, entwining with
each other and trying to wrestle the other male
to the ground. Instead of laying eggs, females
incubate them internally and 'give birth' to up
to 20 live young.

The Rarest: Smooth Snake

Grass snakes can be
found in areas with long
grass often near water,
including garden ponds.
They're excellent
swimmers and regularly
feed on fish, frogs,
toads and newts. Grass
snakes are our only egglaying native snake.
Grass snake © Danny Green 2020VISION

Grass snakes are not
venomous. They're very
shy creatures and will quickly slither away if
they are disturbed. If they don't have an
escape route, they may play dead and roll onto
their back with their tongue hanging out. As a
last resort, if they're handled, they can also
release a foul-smelling liquid from their vent.

The Most Misunderstood: Adder
Our only venomous native snake, the Adder has
picked up a bad reputation and often inspires
fear. Bites can occasionally be serious (and
should always be immediately checked at a
hospital), but they aren't aggressive and rarely
bite people. Most bites happen when a snake is
handled or stood on.

Snakes are secretive
and hard to see at the
best of times, but
Smooth snakes are so
rare that very few
people in the UK are
likely to have seen one.
They're found across
mainland Europe, but in
Great Britain are only
found on a few sandy
heaths in southern
England: in Dorset,
Hampshire, Surrey,
West Sussex and
Devon.

Smooth snakes grow up to about 70cm long, are
slender and usually grey or dark brown, with
dark markings along the back. The dark
markings aren't as distinct as an Adder's zigzags, and they have round pupils (compared to
the Adder's elliptical pupils).
Smooth snakes aren't venomous. They catch
their prey with their teeth and coil their body
around it like a constrictor, most often feeding
on lizards and small mammals.
Alice Ashcroft
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust

Adders prefer wilder habitats than grass
snakes, like heaths, woodland rides, and coastal
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The Parochial Church Council accepts no
responsibility for opinions expressed by individuals
within this publication.

Silchester Sweep
The winner of the
Silchester Sweep for July is:

The Parochial Church Council does not endorse
claims that are made by advertisers within this
publication.

Eamonn MCardle ~ No. 33

Advertising in the
Silchester Magazine

The winner of the
Silchester Sweep for August is:

If you have a business, or service to offer to
others, you should consider advertising in the
Silchester Magazine.
If you feel you would like to advertise on our
Yellow Pages, get in touch with me before the
copy date of the 13th of the month.
Our annual rates (for 11 issues) are:1/12 page 8.5cm x 4cm £50
1/8 page 8.5cm x 6cm £60
1/6 page 8.5cm x 7.75cm £73
1/4 page 8.5cm x 12.25cm £100
1/2 page 18cm x 12.25cm £180

Vanessa Richards ~ No. 8
They win £20
To buy a number or find out more, contact:
Theresa Philpott
Theresaphilpott285@btinternet.com
0118 9701632

Please contact Nancy at

advertisers@silchester.org
or on

0118 9700546
for more information

Monthly rates from March 2020 are:
1/12 page - £17; 1/8 page - £20;
1/6 page - £23; 1/4 page - £30
We try to attract advertisements for most of the
trades and services you may require so please
keep your magazine near the telephone or
computer and use it as a local directory.
The revenue from the sale of advertising space
helps significantly in keeping down the cost of the
magazine.

Would you like to subscribe to
this magazine?
Contact: Nancy Jones, Distribution Manager,
details as above.
Subscription to the magazine is now £5 per
annum for 11 issues. Seniors are £3.

Copy should be sent to
editor@silchester.org
The deadline for submissions is the 13th of
each month and should be carefully adhered to.

COPYRIGHT :
Please note that all articles and photographs must be
signed or attributed to the author, otherwise it may not
be possible to include them due to copyright.
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Useful Local Telephone Numbers
THE PARISH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, SILCHESTER
Rector
The Revd Richard Harlow

0118 981 4860
E mail: richard73harlow@aol.com
0118 9700884
E mail: robwyoung101@gmail.com
0118 970 0570
0118 981 5782
0118 970 0744
0118 970 0542
0118 970 0633
0118 970 0744

Resident Priest

The Revd Rob Young

Churchwarden
Assistant Wardens

Sandra Speight
Veronica Picton
Richard Eldridge
Em Paddick Wilsdon
Richard Fletcher
Richard Eldridge
vacant post
Richard and Sheila Fletcher
Colin Hunt
Heidi Williams
Henry Peat

Vice Chairman
Honorary Treasurer
Deanery Synod
Gift Aid Secretaries
PCC Secretary
Church Electoral Roll Officer
Organist
THE METHODIST CHURCH
Minister
Church Secretary
Local Methodist Contact
Methodist Hall Hire
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
Parish Priest
Parish Secretary
SILCHESTER MAGAZINE
Editors
Distribution/Printing &
Advertising Managers
CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Bell Ringers, St Mary’s
Friendship Circle Coffee Mornings
Sow & Grow
LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Phoenix Club

0118 970 0633
0118 970 0726
0118 970 1299
07711 651 111

Revd Dr Ruth Midcalf
0118 970 0139
Angela Hiscock
01256 850432
Kathy Evans
0118 970 1234
Lynda Kennedy
0118 981 2785
- PARISH OF ST MICHAEL'S, TADLEY
Rev. Patrick Tansey
0118 981 4572
Barbara Davis E mail: Tadley@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
John & Claire Richardson
Nancy & Marsden Jones

Ian Roulstone
Heather Cole
Rosemary Lister

Ann-Marie Dalton
Jan Hughes
Calleva Women’s Institute
Valerie Hudson
Richard Hyde Charity, Secretary to the Trustees, Helen Morgan
Silchester Give and Take Group
Helen Morgan/
Rosemary Evans
Silchester Association
Silchester Welcomers’ Group
Jan Hughes
Silchester Players
Tim Oliver
Silchester Cricket Club
Paul Hearn
Silchester Football Club
Paul Evans
Loddon Valley Lions
Ian Hellem
RNLI (Lifeboats) Tadley Branch
Jack Shovel
Macmillan Cancer Support
Virginia Budd
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E mail: editor@silchester.org
0118 970 0546
E mail: nancy@silchester.org
01256 881010
0118 970 0469
0118 970 2219
0118 970 0627
0118 970 0416
0118 933 2870
0118 970 1055
0118 970 1055
0118 970 1070
secretary@silchester.org
0118 970 0416
0118 981 9134
0118 982 1405
0118 970 1293
0118 970 0147
0118 970 0992
01256 850239

CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE
Tuesday Club: Babies & Toddlers

Catharine Smither

0784 123 7333

Brownies

Kirstie Jones - Kirstiejones5@btinternet.com

0118 970 1481

Guides, 1st Silchester

Della Raven

0118 970 1627

Scouts, Cubs & Beavers ~ Bramley

Neil Smith

01256 880405

Rainbow Guides

Scouts, Cubs & Beavers ~ Pamber Heath Melissa Stroud

0118 970 2241

Tadley / Calleva Boys Football

Tim Spagg

0118 981 5674

Dancing

Daphne Bennett

0118 983 2638

Air Cadets - Tadley

0118 981 9186

EDUCATION
Cherry Trees Pre-school

Amanda Davies

07833 547810

Silchester CE (Aided) Primary School
Silchester School PTA

Headteacher : Kathryn Williams
Vicky Rodd (Secretary)

0118 970 0256
0118 970 1880

The Hurst Community College, Baughurst Headteacher : Roger Jones

0118 981 7474

HEALTH
Doctors

Dentists

Holmwood Health Centre, Tadley

0118 981 4166

Morland Surgery, New Road, Tadley

0118 981 6661

The Surgery, Mortimer

0118 933 2436

Oaktree Dental Practice, West End Road, Mortimer

Opticians
Chemists

0118 933 3121

Leightons Tadley

0118 981 2250

Optimum Vision Clinic

0118 981 0267

Holmwood Pharmacy, Franklin Avenue

0118 981 1984

Morland Pharmacy, 40 New Road, Tadley

0118 982 0157

Thornhill Pharmacy, Mortimer

0118 933 2373

Sainsbury’s, Tadley

0118 981 3572

Silchester Parish Council Clerk

Chris Gunnell

07470 809086

Parish Footpath Officers

Liz and Ken Hingley

0118 970 1238

Local Borough Councillor

Roger Gardiner

0118 970 1109

Local Borough Councillor

Simon Mahaffey

LOCAL SERVICES

County Councillor

Rhydian Vaughan

07712 695476

Police

REPORTING AN INCIDENT

101

Local Officer

Emma Page - emma.page@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

Library

Tadley Library

Village Hall and Club Room

Bookings : Vivienne Hartshorn

Secretary
Village Market

0118 981 4602
0118 970 0940

secretary@silchestervillagehall.org.uk
Paula Gibbons: info@silchestervillagemarket.org.uk 0118 970 0999

Dial-A-Ride Community Transport

01256 462101

Age Concern

Chute House, Church St, Basingstoke

01256 840553

Hospice Shops

Chineham Shopping Centre

01256 331888

Mulfords Hill, Tadley

0118 982 0888

Helping Hands - Community Shop

Franklin Avenue, Tadley

0752 713 7778

Citizens Advice

Franklin Avenue, Tadley

03444 111 306

Swimming

Tadley Swimming Pool

0118 981 7818

Buses

Hampshire Bus Company

01256 464501
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tadleycarpenters@aol.com
www.tadleycarpenters.co.uk

BRIAN NASH
How Do You…?
Let Local people know about
Your Business ???
Advertise here in the

Silchester
Magazine
contact the Advertising Manager:

Advertisers@Silchester.org

Tree Surgeons &
Hedge Maintenance
plus

All Types of Fencing
25 years experience
Free Quotation
and Advice
Telephone
0118 9700525
Or 24 hours
07414793015

DRUM LESSONS
Professional musician/teacher/author
Drum teacher since 2003
Playing drums since 1987
DBS enhanced cer7ﬁed
Teaching all ages and abili7es
Contact: John Lezana 07947728686
John.Lezana1@b7nternet.com
www.johnlezana.com

H

Flat Roofing
15 year guarantee on all high performance felts
also tiling and lead repairs

• N.P.T.C and R.F.S QUALIFIED TREE SURGEONS •

Phone Bradfield 0118 9744701 or 07880930958
eddylaming@hotmail.co.uk

CRO W N RE DUCT I O N • C RO WN L I F T I NG
DE ADWO O D RE M O V AL • T H I NNI NG
DI S M ANT L I NG • F E LL I NG
H E DG E RE DUCT I O N • H EDG E CUT T I NG
F E NCI NG • G RAS S CUT T I NG
S E AS O NE D F I RE WO O D • WO O D CH I P S

39 years experience

Our highly-trained and friendly team is available for:

‘A reliable and regular service offered’
FREE ESTIMATES
TEL: MORTIMER 0118 9331346 • MOBILE: 07753 985121
• email: info@oakeytreeservices.co.uk •
• www.oakeytreeservices.co.uk •

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fudge & Joico Stockists
Contact
Dermalogica Facials
01189 700740 or
HD Brows
07881 783867
IPL Hair Removal
IPL Acne / Wrinkle Treatments
Laser Tattoo Removal
Fake Bake Tanning
Eye Lash Extensions
Eye Lash/Brow Tinting/Shaping
Wax Treatments
Gel Manicure / Pedicure Treatments
Advanced Electrolysis
Skin Tag / Thread Vein Treatment
Gift Vouchers Available
Radiance hair and beauty
18a Pamber Heath Road
Pamber Heath | Hampshire | RG26 3TG
email: hello@radiance-hairandbeauty.co.uk
web: www.radiance-hairandbeauty.co.uk

H
e
Advertise
e

&
Sons
Building Contractors
* Extensions * Alterations *
* New Build * Garden Walls *
* Driveways *
* Mini Digger Hire *
Telephone : 01256 880133
Mobile : 07778 565 030

Advertisers@Silchester.org
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We use a pure water, reach and wash system which allows us to clean even the most difficult windows.

I

Forever Treasure
Handcrafted Fine Silver Keepsakes

Carpentry & Joinery
Specialising in Domestic, Equestrian, Agricultural,
Period, General Building, Kitchen Fitting &
Bespoke Joinery

Call: 07970 447163 Facebook: ForeverTreasureUk
Instagram: ForeverTreasureUk

Tel: 07767771090
Email:jcmconstruct@yahoo.co.uk

Why not Advertise Here?

contact the Advertising Manager:
Advertisers@Silchester.org

Graham Lemm

Painter & Decorator
Over 30 Years Experience

Bo Peep’s
Day Nursery
OFSTED RATED

City & Guilds Craft / Adv. Craft

OUTSTANDING

11 Hydes Platt, Silchester

Tel : 0118 9701024
Mobile: 07899086773
Email: graham1871@hotmail.co.uk

01256 477198

www.benwheelerpianos.co.uk

•

Places for children 3 months to 5 years

•

Quality sessions or Day Care available

•

Qualified and experienced staff

•

Open 51 weeks of the year from 7.30am - 6pm

Call us on:

0118 9810805
info@bopeepsdaynursery.co.uk

The Old Coach House,
Church Road, Tadley,
Hants. RG26 3AU

J

• Extensions and Alterations
• Bathroom and Kitchen Re-fit
• Hard Landscaping
• Roof Repairs and Re-pointing
• No job too small

M.J.WHITFORD
Garden Maintenance
All types of work undertaken

For a Free Quote

Pruning, Topping, Hedge Trimming,

Please contact Chris Edwards
Deerhurst, School Lane, Silchester

Grass Cutting. Weeding, Fencing,

0118 9700674 or 07799401585
chrised_wards@hotmail.com

Garden Clearance
All rubbish removed
Garden Machinery
Service and Repairs
Lawn Mowers, Hedge Cutters
Chain-Saws and all garden machinery.
I will collect & deliver to your home
Pensioner Discount
Mobile : 07946 855463
Home : 0118 9701662

K

15% DISCOUNT
FOR ALL
READERS

WHY NOT ADVERTISE
WITH US?
Contact the Advertising Manager:
Advertisers@Silchester.org

End of the road
for your vehicle?
Responsible drivers scrap their vehicles
at an Authorised Treatment Facility (ATF).
Because only an ATF can legally scrap a vehicle.
That means any pollutants will be made safe
before it’s recycled in an environmentally
friendly way.
What’s more, for certain types of vehicles you’ll get
a DVLA approved Certificate of Destruction (CoD).
A CoD proves that the ATF has told DVLA your
vehicle has been scrapped and so is no longer your
responsibility. www.direct.gov.uk/motoring

VEHICLE RECYCLING SPECIALISTS
UP TO £400 PAID FOR SCRAP CARS CALL FOR THE BEST PRICE

FREE COLLECTION
0118 971 4417 www.pvr.uk.com
Wrays Farm, Rag Hill, Aldermaston, Berkshire, RG7 4NY
Environment Agency Licenced Site Number: WML 86211
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ADVERTISER INDEX

Please support our Advertisers
They support us!

Utilising a water fed telescopic pole system,
using filtered and demineralised water,
ensuring a crystal clear, streak free clean
♦ Windows, frames and sills cleaned on every visit

♦ Fully insured and professional service at a genuinely competitive price
♦ Year round service
♦ Attention to detail
♦ No job too big or small, both domestic and commercial
♦ Friendly / Reliable / Honest
For a free quote or more information,
please contact Tony on:

Mobile: 07397 385 166
Office: 0118 933 1306
Email: cleanandeasy123@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook, check out our 5
 reviews

Offering a
10% discount
to all customers
responding to this
Silchester Magazine
advert

ASH BROOK

THE HOME CHEF

THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS
Tel: 0118 982 1111

Breakfast, Brunch, Lunch, Canapés,
Fine Dining, Parties & Picnics

24 hour dedicated helpline

Take the stress out of entertaining in the
comfort of your own home.
“Amazing food, beautifully prepared”
“A wonderful dining experience”

TADLEY’S ONLY INDEPENDENT
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

“The food was delicious and such good value”

Proprietor Terina Dance Dip.F.D. MBIFD

TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED

28 Mulfords Hill, Tadley, RG26 3JE
Peter Allison, Diploma in Culinary Arts
(M): 07725 757 847
(E): petergallison@hotmail.com

www.ashbrookfunerals.co.uk
Our family serving
your family always

Free Consultations, Fixed Fees
and a Friendly Local Team.
A FRESH approach to your accountancy needs

We can help you now with:
• Limited Companies and

• Business Start-ups and

Partnerships
• Individual and Sole Traders
• VAT Returns
• Payroll & CIS

• Management Accounts
• Full Bookkeeping Service
• Quickbooks & Sage Specialists

Company Formations

0118 988 5822
Mention this advert and receive a 10% discount on your fees

1992-2020
28 successful years

Your truly local double glazing company

28 Years Serving
the Community

0800 026 46 42

